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Code of Conduct
for political parties and candidates

- based on the principles decided by all political
parties on 21% October 2014
- drafted by the ad-hoc Working Committee (FDA,
NBF, NLD, NUP, UNA, USDP)
- consulted with all political parties on 31% March 2015
- reviewed by the UEC in April 2015 (legal review)
- consulted and accepted by al political parties on
15" May 2015
- signed on 26™ of June 2015 in Yangon.

9



on $4;

oI Joog §>§\<§5 ea:e(moggaaé saeq:@:eaoo 9050%5

ooo%si) @o%ooéeg[;)é @éeooo&googoo @%m%ﬁésﬁ
w§5305 §§meq833385 orrf:e[gné:ﬁogémé:
e@@é:méq&@éwéu gﬁeraaé:sgq&emo%ogé
%Eésq:o'] c%qp:oaé gt‘i);meqo%(qjeoao GaQieSIRqP:
@OSCQ%::GGI:I eorl?(@[;mﬁo% 393339905[;)[c00%é@:
cZlesloplont R:ed]é:eao:égcﬁeq:a%o% GBGOO‘DO‘SSBOR

@[eéo? oaeory)or[gaf’?:[;sogooéu

1. Preamble

The 2015 election is an important milestone
and astep in the historic democratic transition
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. In
this context, political parties commit to
fostering democratic dialogue and to
cooperating together accepting and recognising
diversity.
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2. The Code of Conduct for political partiesand

candidates (the “CoC”) is a set of ethical
principles developed with the consensus of
political parties. The political parties have
consented tofollow theseprinciples. ThisCoC
will apply to political parties officially
registered in the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, political parties’ alliances, coditions
of partiesand independent candidates running
in the elections (including but not limited to
political parties’ officials, election candidates,
members, agents, and representatives), referred
to here as the “Parties’ . The Parties will
observe the content of this CoC in both letter
and spirit.
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3. Themost important objectives of the CoC are:

to contribute to the success of the electora
process; to ensure the continuity of that
process; to build confidenceamongindividuals,
organizations and stakeholdersinvolvedinthe
process; to create a positive and tolerant
atmosphere; and to encourage open, free and
fair competition. On thisbasis, the Partiesare
determined to contribute responsibly,
voluntarily and willingly to create an
environment conducive to the success of the
electoral process, irrespective of thedifferences
intheir positions.

ThisCoC sitswithin the framework of respect
for the 2008 Constitution, and the laws and
decisions of the official institutions of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar. These laws
include asthe Pyithu Hluttaw Law, theAmoytha
Hluttaw Law, the State-Region Hluttaw Law
and the Political Parties Registration Law.

Q
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5. TheCoCisavoluntary instrument for the use

and guidance of the Parties, who will
endeavour to act according to the values and
principlesit promotes. The CoCisnot legally
binding and does not impose any legal
obligation on the Parties. For the avoidance of
any doubt, the CoC cannot be used as alegal
basisfor any legal action or prosecutioninthe
Republic of Union of Myanmar or in any other
country. In case of any conflict or discrepancy
between this CoC and the Myanmar legal and
regulatory framework, the existing laws will
prevail.
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2. To achieve this goal, the Parties are
committed to respecting and promoting the
following.

a. other Parties' right and freedom to:

assembl e peacefully and to hold public
meetings; to campaign; to have access
to and contact voters; to present their
ideas, basic principles, and political
agendas; to have free access to mass
mediafor political canvassing; andto
publish and distribute their electora
documents and materials without
hindrance, intimidation or coercion, as
setoutin existing lawsor regulations.

the right of citizens to participate in
political activities;

R
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c. to follow the letter and the spirit of the

procedures set out in laws and
regulations with regard to the use of
funds, the use of media, and
participation in campaigning.

the neutrality of administrative or
religious organizations, and the
principle of not mis-using financial
and human resources and material s of
public and private institutions, the
principle of non-abuse of the decision-
making process, and mis-use of
influence in the decision-making
processfor el ectioneering purposes.
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3.

In addition, the Parties are committed to

a. work with responsible staff of the
Union Election Commission (the
“UEC”) to ensure peaceful and well-
organized elections, and,

b. ensure full freedom of voters in
exercising their voting rights without
being exposed to any form of
harassment or hindrance.

N



?II@&: 3 3

= é:
9260‘] 83 éﬁé: G&Dé QCYSGﬁ

Qll Qﬁo:ﬂéoo%o% Q)US?C%GQ:Q%S%QPZ:D@Q Ga:

60005y pdc§iodmagd: eoleclodondd
600 a(cErgmaqp: Je0rod 0€oogyprstuod
:D(rc)ﬁ %Eéeq:oqcrgqusa[zn: @ézenéze:no
esgregianaigooodpapiop aclesgafag ©0d
@g) Gméa()%qeéll O’]o%efpz:l)é O’)é:@')ﬁ
38qpaneodlearn cvdesonlaqp: 2300905
elpraiodep: o3(eileese eqpe(o3daepdy
2(cC:gargqpiagod [gpSecony 0gon
[6§e08Eeamamdiqpiel clggqc:eaonégode

QP03 36508 saogcﬁe@ogeoqu

o3}

3. To coordinate and cooperate with other
Partiesin settling disputes
1. The Parties shall actively seek rapid and

peaceful dialogue for amicableresolution
between Parties of any dispute or conflict
that may ariseduring the electoral process.
Partiesshall refrain from actionsor issuing
statements that might fuel tensions. The
parties shall not interfere with actions
taken by the authorities of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar to resol ve disputes.
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2. The Parties and the UEC undertake to

cooperatefor theelectionsasrequired. The
Parties commit to participate actively in
consultation and coordination mechanisms
that may be established in the future. In
thisspirit of cooperation and withtheaim
of national reconciliation, there should be
no discrimination against other Parties,
whether small or big Parties, competing
Parties and ethnic Parties.
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campaign

The Parties shall refrain from incorrectly
criticizing leaders, candidates and
supporters of other Parties on the basis of
aspectsof their privatelives. They will also
refrain from making criticisms based on
unverified allegations or facts that have
been distorted, and from insulting or
making tendentiousinnuendoes about the
candidates or their family members based
on race, religion, creed, gender, social or
regional origin, education or any other
similar reason. Polite and respectful
language should be used in speeches and
announcements.
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4.2 To campaign on party policies and

promotediversity

Criticism of any Party or candidate shall
be confined only to the policies and
programs of the Party or candidate and
his/her past performances. No criticism
may be made without basisor by distorting
the facts. No incorrect or false criticism
regarding personal matters unrelated to
political responsibilities shall be made of
political party leaders, activists and
candidates.
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4.3.Not to use religious and racial
discriminatory messagesin campaigns

1.

In line with the Political Parties
Registration Law Chapter Il (article
6d), the Parties commit to abstaining
from “writing, delivering speech or
organizing and instigating that can
cause conflict or that can affect dignity
and morals relating to nationality,
religion, individual or public.”
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2. ThePartiescommit themselves, when

addressing the public at political
rallies or as part of their
communicationsthrough mass media,
including the social media, to refrain
from:

a) any form of intimidation or
incitement to violence vis-a-vis any
person or group of personsor beliefs;

b) defamation and incitement to
hatred, or accusation of apostasy,
treason, terrorism or any other similar
serious charges;

L
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c) fuelling regionalist, racial, sectarian
or tribal trends that could threaten
national unity;

d) insult, libel and degradation.

An election campaign should not be
implemented in amanner that encour-
ageshatred between any religion, tribe,
group, gender, language, or community.
Respecting the Article 407(d) of the
Constitution, the Parties shall not
“abusereligionfor political purposes’.
When there is no other place for
campaigning, the Parties may use
placesfor socia gatheringinreligious
buildings, with the agreement of the
religious organisations of the site.
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against violence, and not to contribute
to it whether directly or indirectly.
They must not destroy posters or
advertisements of other Parties. They
must ensure that their campaigns do
not incite violence, encourage hatred,
Or calse or aggravate tensions between
different groupsor communities. They
shall try in good faith to take all
necessary measures to avoid violent
confrontations.
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2. ThePartiesshall cooperate with each
other for the security of voters. They
shall agree to cooperate with law
enforcement services such as
Myanmar Police Force to promote a
peaceful electoral environment and
maintain public order.

5.2 Tonot campaign with arms
TheParties, in public gatherings, commit
not to carry torches, armsand ammunition,
and not to display or use sharp and
dangerouswespons such as sticks, swords,
and knives.
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5.3 Violationsand theintegrity of theprocess

1.

In line with the respective Hluttaw
Laws, Chapter X1V, the Parties
commit not to engage in violations
such as impersonation, casting votes
more than once in the same election
(multiplevoting), and giving or taking
bribes. The Parties also commit not
to abuse the advanced voting
procedures.

The Parties shall cooperatewith UEC
and sub-commissions, security and
judicial authorities, and organi zations
active in electoral observation, in
preventing and addressing the above
issues.
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3. The Parties shall refrain from

b)

<)

acquiring votes through their
presenceinside polling stationsor
conductingillegal activitiesinthe
polling stations/ offices or their
surroundings,

making false verbal or written
declarations or attempting to
mislead voters;

deceiving or exercising any form
of pressure on voterswith specia
needs, illiterate voters or those
voters with limited capacity, or
resorting to abuse of power to
restrict voters' freedom of choice;
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interfering with the work of the
Electoral Management Body of
the Union Election Commission or
offering them gifts

disrupting the operation of voting
or vote counting.

The Parties shall not commit or cause
to be committed any act of obstruction
or detentionin order to prevent voters
from exercising their voting right or
prevent party agents and observers
from completing their tasks.
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their campaign from intimidating
any person whatsoever at any
time; and campaign against
violenceor thrests of violenceand
against any act of vandalism or
any act of disturbance of
community peacefulness or
endangering of public order.
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refrain from hiring (or using) any
associations, or any person or
body corporate as a facade to
undertakeillegal acts.

upon the occurrence of acts of
violence, denouncethem publicly,
and take the necessary
disciplinary action within the
Party when appropriate, and
combat impunity.

2. Candidates are responsible for the
behavior of the representatives and
activistsundertaking their campaigns; they
must explicitly approve all documentsin
their campaign by endorsing them clearly.
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6. Level Playingfield
6.1 To not use state resour ces and security
apparatustothreaten or influencevoters.

1. The Parties agreeto refrain from:

a)

b)

abusing positions of power,
influenceor privilegefor electoral
purposes by offering rewards,
using intimidation, or any other
means.

using national-level, regional,
local or any other state-owned
resources for campaign purposes
or to prevent othersfrom engaging
inpolitical activities permitted by
law.
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2. ThePartiesshal commit not to obtain

or buy votes using public property; a
senior government official must not
campaign for a candidate using hig/
her position, authority and financial
means. When travelling under orders
or in connection with duty
assignments, acandidate must not use
his/her current positions and
authoritiesto conduct a campaign.

G- ju88ux 6.2 Media
ol Q00303 CLOD60dEq3:pqP:PS 1. ThePartiesshould:

(0)880m godcdgéal ecoteniql a. respect thefreedom of the media.
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c. not offer bribesor inducementsto
journalists or media houses to
influence their coverage of
campaigns.

2. None of the Parties shall abuse their
office to gain unfair advantage in
accessto the media.

6.3 To abide by the regulations relating to
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laws relating to campaign
expenditures, in particular Chapter
X1l of of the Hluttaw Election laws
and Chapter XI1I of the By-Laws of
the Hluttaw electionlaws. Any textin
the CoC should be read in line with
that guidance.
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2. The Parties commit to carry out all

public postings, including but not
limited to posters and billboards, in
strict compliance with theregulations
and limitations set by any city
development committee and regional
or State regulations on public display.

During campaigning, candidates are
permitted to use commercial flightsif
travelling to distant locations or those
locationsthat can only be reached by
airplane; however, the use of
helicoptersor charter flights should be
avoided.
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7. Gender and differently abled people
1. TheParties shall strive, during all stages

of the electoral process, to provide equal
opportunities and criteria for the greater
participation of women, youth and the
elderly, and to make as much effort as
possible to encourage and facilitate
participation of marginalized, poor and
low-income sectors of society. The time
of campaigning should be arranged so as
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to enable women working in households

to be easily able to participate.

2. The Parties shall not incite or encourage
any person to commit gender-based
violence. Campaigning for the election
should be gender friendly and sensitive

towards differently abled people.
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8. Monitoring and implementation
8.1 To establish a standard procedure for
monitoring complianceand takeactions
ThePartiesshall:

undertake the necessary efforts to
maintain communication with the
other Parties to the CoC

establish a “CoC Monitoring
Committee” in which the Parties shall
commit to actively participate so as
to discuss and facilitiate the
implementation of the CoC. The CoC
Committee will rely on the
communication each Party haswith its
various committeesin constituencies
as appropriate.
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3. decideat themaority whether the CoC

hasbeen followed or not. If necessary,
they can issue joint statements to
reguest aretraction.

in the implementation of the CoC, to
be accountable to and work together
with civil society organizations that
have been accredited by the UEC for
election observation.

appoint representatives from
respective parties to the Committee,
and usethe Committee throughout the
electoral processasaprimary channel
to exchange information so as to
contribute to resolve disputes
informally, without delay, and without
any discrimination against other
Parties.
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6.

respect the confidentiality of the CoC
Monitoring Committee during the
period when a dispute is still under
scrutiny. All Parties must cooperate
so as to ensure that the Committee
does not becomeaplacethat promotes
propaganda for, or attacks, an
individual party or group of parties.

8.2 Communication
1. The Parties shall find ways to
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disseminate asimplified content of the
CoC to the general public and the
supporters.
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2. The Parties shall undertake to

disseminate the CoC and encourage
respect for the CoC on all occasions,
and introduce the CoC to all of their
officials, agents, members, activists,
representatives and supporters and to
the general public aswell.

To this end, the Parties shall take all
steps to educate and train their
supporters; and to inform them
consistently and to the greatest extent
possible of the main rules and
commitments of the CoC.
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Secretariat of the Code of Conduct for
Political parties and candidates.
Tel : 495 1 534754, 512873, 507089 (Ext : 107)
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