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Preface

Over the past few years, the political atmosphere in Myanmar has changed dramatically and the country has opened itself
to internal dialogue and unprecedented engagement with the international community to share experiences about the building of
democratic institutions necessary for an inclusive, prosperous and just democracy.

Debates and discussions on politics and democratic transition have become increasingly common, particularly regarding
democracy, inclusive dialogue, electoral systems and possible lessons from the experiences of other countries. These discussions can
inspire and enrich the ability of Myanmar’s political actors to develop consensus and make important decisions about this country’s
democratic transition. However, as with other transitional environments, these conversations can sometimes be hindered by the
complexities of local languages and the lack of a common definition of democratic terms, which often can be very technical in nature.
This can cause confusion and misunderstandings making discussions and consensus-building on these important matters difficult. In
some instances, foreign words (particularly in English) are used since no equivalent word exists in common parlance. Often these
words become commonly used without adequate appreciation for their meaning and potential impact.

International IDEA, in close collaboration with the Local Resource Centre (LRC), embarked on an ambitious task in 2013 to
bring together experts in comparative political science, democratic transition, law, history and linguistics in Myanmar in order to
initiate an English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms. The aim was not to provide a static definition of each term but rather to
create a document that could serve as starting point for public discourse, with language designed to be accessible to the general
public. The glossary is also designed to be a living document in order for it to continue to be expanded and improved as well as
responsive to suggestions from those who use these terms in Myanmar.

The glossary is more than just a translation of key terms. In some cases where no direct translation into Myanmar exists, the
glossary provides a brief explanation or contextualization of concepts and, where possible, draw links to Myanmar’s existing legal
system and traditional governance concepts.
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The production of the glossary has taken considerable time, energy and dedicated engagement from a core team of
individuals. The terms selected for translation were drawn primarily from International IDEA's knowledge resources and experience
in producing a similar glossary in Nepal. An initial team put together the glossary after a series of meetings where they worked to
agree on translations of terms. Subsequently, a changing group of individuals with expertise in linguistics, political science, law,
electoral administration and comparative research met over a series of months to deliberate and finalize translations of specialist and
technical terms and to refine the translation of existing terms.

The product is one that has been enriched by the experiences and inputs of key individuals who formed consensus as a
group. The glossary will continue to involve, be expanded as Myanmar’s democratic transition progresses. It will continue to be
developed by the broader public and interested persons. We encourage people to provide feedback on the terminology or suggest
additions so that this can grow to become a comprehensive document that aids stronger engagement in politics and the democratic
transition of Myanmar. In addition to this book, innovative online tools such as the website www.democraticglossary.org.mm are
being developed to ensure that the Glossary can reach a wider audience and that those with a keen interest in Myanmar’s democratic
transition can provide valuable feedback to strengthen the glossary and ensure that it evolves to meet the changing needs of those
engaged in Myanmar’s democratic development.

We are grateful to the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Myanmar for their support in producing the Glossary. International IDEA
and the Local Resource Centre extend their warm thanks to those who participated in developing the glossary and look forward to
our continued collaboration in the future.

/

// faﬂ/‘/&/
/ Yves Leterme Pansy Tun Thein
Secretary General Executive Director

International IDEA Local Resource Centre
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Comments and suggestions

International IDEA and the Local Resource Centre look forward to
receiving your feedback on this first edition of the ‘English-Myanmar
Glossary of Democratic Terms". Please let us know your comments on
the translations and explanations or suggestions for new terms/words
to be added in the next edition. On the basis of your feedback, we will
also regularly update the website www.democraticglossary.org.mm
that accompanies this glossary. With your help this glossary can be
further expanded and improved.

You can send us an email at info@democraticglossary.org.mm, submit
your suggestions on our website at www.democraticglossary.org.mm

or send them by post to the following address.

International IDEA Myanmar
Room 5C, Yatha Condominium
458-460 Mahabandoola Road
(entrance on 31 Street)

Pabedan Township, Yangon, Myanmar
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List of acronyms

BRIDGE
CEDAW
CRC

CSO

EISA

EMB

GDP

HDI

IFE Mexico
IFES
International IDEA
NGO

UN
UNDESA
UNDP
UNEAD

Building Resources In Democracy, Governance and Elections
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Convention on the Rights of the Child

Civil Society Organization

Electoral Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa
Electoral Management Body

Gross Domestic Product

Human Development Index

Instituto Federal Electoral (México)

International Foundation for Electoral Systems

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
Non-governmental organization

United Nations

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Electoral Assistance Division
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Accountability
omo§d[ges

005dg

ACE

GEEGOMNO5Y 3OO
0005 0RELI0D
(A.C.E)

Aggregation

9055 pgets
eAIE:0p54gC:

A requirement to offer explanation for an action;
responsibility for one’s action (implies that there is
someone to whom one is responsible).

In full, the ACE Electoral Knowledge Network: an
online encyclopaedia, information base and
community of practice about all matters relating
to electoral processes. ACE is produced by a
partnership comprising IDEA, IFES, Elections
Canada, IFE Mexico, UNDP, UNDESA, UNEAD and
EISA, with the European Commission as an ex-

officio member.

The act of gathering together (for example the act
of states gathering to make a federation; the
making of policy by a political party in a way which
is acceptably close to a range of views held by
party members or supporters or a section of the
electorate as a whole).
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Amendment

[g€eoCqed

Amnesty
QoG osq)ér0mge

Arbitrary
8S[F S
addgod8Eeom

Asian Human
Rights Charter
crplalgeleatoleteatenot
[G8008s

Change or addition to a document or legal

provisions: ‘constitutional amendment’.

A general pardon for offences, especially political
offences, against a government, often granted

before any trial or conviction.

Subject to individual will or judgment without

restriction; contingent solely upon discretion.

A charter launched by NGOs in Asia which affirms
the universality of all human rights, seeking to
articulate these rights from an Asian cultural,

religious and philosophical perspective.
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Assimilation
00dGOeeSAOE
06RO
006903 ooagsaly:
G@)&(\BO@:@&

Association
o0& saoé:soc}j:

Audit (electoral)
odceosgts
(6g:e0m053)

Audit trail
Gg:eoooogg
ateplualetiElotop
©0500020004gCs

The process by which minority groups adopt

characteristics of larger groups, including
language, religion, beliefs and identity. It can be

either voluntary or coerced.

Any body of persons (incorporated or not) that
agrees to act together for any common purpose,
including an association formed for any ethnic,
social, cultural, occupational or religious purpose.

Verification and assessment of electoral
operations, procedures and financing for
compliance with the applicable law and
regulations.

A process under which the receipt, storage,
distribution and use of election materials, including
ballot boxes and papers, is recorded in order that
it can subsequently be verified.
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Autonomous region

0305¢€2709588¢

G320

Autonomy

0305¢ 3269598

Average district
magnitude
Se0g50d ¢osg
03udeR00050wN

Balanced
representation

2R
o30dendgjeofgt:

Ballot
aJ.9058c0dgEs

A region having specified independent governing
powers.

Self-government or the right of self-government
short of independence.

For a country, local authority or supranational
institution, the number of representatives to be
elected divided by the number of electoral
districts. See also ‘district magnitude’ (p. 52).

The that
representation is representative of the electorate

process of ensuring political
as a whole, in particular with regard to gender

and ethnicity.

The method of secret voting by means of printed
or written ballots or by means of voting machines.
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Bicameral legislature
Qelesleloas I XIS
poeslygiqed

Bill of Rights
[gpSopeaefg
32gCeqEqP:

EOGS

A legislature made up of two chambers or houses.

A statement of the fundamental rights and
privileges adopted by the people or their
representatives which provides guarantees to the
people against violation of those rights by the
government. The term originated in the United
Kingdom, where it refers to a bill passed by
parliament in 1689. A bill of rights may be
entrenched, that is, exist as a separate instrument
that falls outside the normal jurisdiction of a
country’s legislative body, or unentrenched. Many
nations today have a bill of rights incorporated in

their constitutions.
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Binding referendum
c$odgoaep?
90gdopg

Blocking Minority
Sleaicopla gl

opseS:en

Areferendum in which a government or parliament
must abide by and implement the decision.

A situation where a minority has a veto. A situation
where a minority within an organization has the
right to veto the wishes of a majority regarding
the actions or ownership of that organization. In
some companies, shares such as “Class A” shares
are given more voting rights than ordinary shares,
thus creating a blocking minority. In politics, a
minority of (93) votes out of (352) total votes in
the EU council can block the wishes of the
majority. Generally, when there is a situation
where a decision by a simple majority is blocked,
and only allowed by a super majority, then that
situation is called a blocking minority situation.
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Block Vote
alclquale iy ealont

oobooé: 63?89

Borda Count
o%ﬁm:cgﬁecv)&

P20} 326050P
o0d¢) Seoigts

A plurality/majority system used in multi-member
districts in which electors have as many votes as
there are candidates to be elected. Voting is
candidate-centred. The candidates with the
highest vote totals win the seats.

A candidate-centred, preferential system used in
either single- or multi-member districts in which
voters use numbers to mark their preferences on
the ballot paper and each preference marked is
then assigned a value using equal steps. For
example, in a 10-candidate field a first preference
is worth one, a second preference is worth 0.9,
and so on, with a tenth preference worth 0.1.
These are summed and the candidates with the
highest totals are declared elected.
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Boundary
§C&aq: 5008805

Boundary
delimitation
Seog505360
2005005[g¢E:

BRIDGE

q&4gd
o0pbesmndges
(B.R.I.D.G.E)

A border (physical or otherwise) which divides
one political entity or political unit from another.

The process by which a country, local authority
area or area of a supranational institution is
divided into electoral districts or constituencies.

Building Resources In Democracy, Governance
and Elections: a curriculum for capacity building
based on adult learning methodology conducted
by accredited facilitators. It is produced by a
partnership consisting of the Australian Electoral
Commission, IDEA, IFES, UNEAD and UNDP. It
contains a comprehensive set of modules relating
to elections, and also materials relating to
democratic dialogue and governance.
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Calendar (electoral)
e Rclopalests!
[4o33%

Campaign
(electoral)
69903@8:
(6g:e0m053)

Campaign period

Segudomaw

A structured sequence of tasks and deadlines for
an electoral process, ending with the resolution of
all electoral disputes and the installation of the
winners of an election into office.

Political activity,

speeches, parades, broadcasts, debates and other

including meetings, rallies,
media events, designed to inform the electorate
of the platform of a particular candidate or political
party or to gather support.

The length of time allocated or set out in law for an
election campaign. See also ‘electoral cycle’ (p. 59).
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Capacity building

96260008600
[g€onE[sé:

Citizen assessment
of democracy
§E&oogpion
88megdod
@OB@OSES:H

A process of training and/or empowerment designed
to increase the capacity and skills of members of a
community in participation with other members of
that community in activities directed towards
meeting their needs. It is likely to involve: equipping
people with skills and competencies which they
would not otherwise have; realizing existing skills
and developing potential; increasing people’s self-
the ability to take
responsibility for identifying and meeting own and

confidence; promoting
other people’s needs; and encouraging people to
become involved in their community and wider
society in a fuller way.

A process through which citizens, possibly acting
through CSOs, assess the practice of democracy
in their country or locality and initiate debate on
agendas for democratic reform based on the
findings. State of Democracy (SoD) and State of
Local Democracy (SolLD) are complementary tools
for undertaking citizen assessment.
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Citizenship
88&anisbge:

Civic education
%8("::173:

32gCaeqEqP:

:6[03pE: vpso:

[86: (Ge5opse®)

Civic nationalism

§E&oommafglq|

:§roonseezols

The status of being a citizen of a country, which is
accompanied by a range of rights and obligations
often defined in the constitution or a basic or
organic law. Requirements for citizenship vary but
may include being born in a country, having one
or more parent from that country, or naturalization.

An information and education programme
designed to increase the understanding and
knowledge of citizens’ rights and responsibilities.

See also ‘electoral education’ (p. 60).

A conception of the nation state and one's
membership in and loyalty to it in terms of

citizenship, common laws, and political

participation regardless of ethnicity and lineage.
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Civil liberties
§E&oomgpeci
(©&8)
0god6gE/
egeepAlagbeooge

Civil registry
§E&000: ook

The rights or freedoms of an individual in a
society, which include the right to free expression,
freedom of movement and association, freedom
from unwarranted search and seizure, and
freedom of religion. Civil liberties set limits on
government so that it cannot abuse its power or
interfere unduly with the lives of citizens. The
formal concept of civil liberties dates back to the
English legal charter, or Magna Carta, of 1215.
Many countries have a constitution, a bill of rights
that

enumerate and seek to guarantee civil liberties.

or similar constitutional documents
Other states have ratified or otherwise given
effect to key conventions such as the Universal
Rights,

Convention on Human Rights or the International

Declaration of Human European

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
A registry containing personal information relating

to all citizens, such as name, gender, nationality,
age, marital status, and address.
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Civil society
3260005
C\@sggsgoé:

Civil society
dialogue
320005 p=d
20p5:5¢ 03C0E
S388:58:

Civil society group
320005
cpeag=eopSispde

Civil society
organization
320005
33300058

The range of associations of persons and entities
which have been formed to bring citizens together
in order to further the political, social and
economic aims of communities.

Dialogue between government, or governmental
or intergovernmental entities and civil society.

A civil society organization, perhaps with a less
formalised structure.

A voluntary civic and social organization or
institution at the global, regional, country or
subnational level.

Pe0&:nICelgpdgudgEdgpid  6g s00dewdeemntsen
§53503¢n 8E¢000:03 0333090003 6AlC:0p5:e0s000:600)
podebodeizanoliznutigps 33 320p5:qPiel POpS:0008

GO el8<)$:u

3286 0300705 38:q5Cadeomn afeurcdzadiqodzajop:
2005856000 338300pdigPisC  206000dRE330p0:03

2 T2 el Rolepptic S pletsetie Sl

o0&y Celigpdgudqodgpiad g so0deudeeoniten
§$3503¢n 8E¢000:03 0332000003 6dlEsop5ie0I00:6000
podebodeiznnolmnoutigp: 323 320p55qPiel PopS:0002

GO G18<>$=u

oen0d:e3Eepl 63008381 03E[gp0a3Eep  aJeupod
2Qpoo8Ceqemeolad veepadfeon  omofseq
©UPODIBI VEINEOFIEAGPOOF, 000003 20
0050pa8 20000 3D ©od93HeRdG: eFoon:

G0 353 350008



24 | English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms

Claims (electoral)
GOO3MYQP: (Gg:

Clepplestelolee)!

Closed List
03050220005
0qC:305050

Coalition

eg%eé]&s;@:q

Code of conduct
(electoral)

0350900
oi€odd (og:

Goma5gadEep)

Complaints presented by different electoral actors
about decisions made or lack of action by electoral
management bodies, or about activities of other
electoral actors which infringe electoral rights of
others.

A form of List Proportional Representation system
in which electors are restricted to voting only for
a party or political grouping, and cannot express
a preference for any candidate on a party list.

A government formed by two or more groups or
political parties acting in alliance.

A set of general rules of behaviour, which do not
have the force of law, which may be agreed and
adopted by participants in the electoral process.
Examples include codes of conduct for political
parties, their sponsored candidates and their
supporters with respect to how they participate in
an electoral process; for the media in relation to
election coverage; and for the staff of an electoral
management body.
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Collation of results

qeoSqp:
e0IE:0p54gC:

Collective action

9opd:0p503Eq

Collective rights
$293260ICs
2060600 EGM

REQEYP:

The transmission of electoral results from a
particular polling location to the next level to be
consolidated with other results to derive the
outcome in the wider area.

The pursuit of a goal or set of goals by more than
one person, usually a group of people.

Rights possessed by particular communities or
groups, which may either reinforce or conflict with
individual rights. Collective rights may for example
be recognized to guarantee the development and
preservation of ethnic minorities’ cultural identities
and forms of organization; to underpin affirmative
action policies; or to underpin discriminatory
policies in society, for example the practice of
apartheid. A few existing legal instruments
recognize collective rights, including article 169 of
the International Labour Organization constitution

and the constitutions of several countries.
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Commission

o cgBEet
J- Godeg

Communal violence
qOgP=20305305:
320805 (13629539

Community

203053208

Community of
interest

99805000

(1) Authority to perform an act or exercise power:
‘a military commission” means conferring the rank
of an officer; (2) a formal body charged with
specific functions, for example a constitutional
commission or the European Commission.

Violence in which actors and victims are identified
by their membership of a specific community.
Sometimes referred to as intercommunal violence.

A group of people living in a particular local area;
a group of people having a common ethnic or
cultural or religious characteristic. Can be used to
refer to a nation as a whole; ‘the community’; and
to the ‘international community’.

A group or collection of individuals united by
shared interests or values.
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Compensatory
seats

cod[gpde0:a00d
FPOdGHEPYP:

Competitive
democracy

oopf5ieqean
88meqBosd

Competitive
election

B Eqean
Gg:emocﬁg

The Party List seats in a Mixed Member Proportional
(MMP) system which are awarded to parties or
groupings to correct disproportionality in their
representation in the results of the elections held
under the first part of the MMP system, normally
under a plurality/majority voting system.

A democratic system in which two or more viable
political parties or groupings contest free and fair
elections which are based on a transparent and
which

candidates have appropriate access to financial

comprehensible electoral system in

resources and the media.

An election for which there is more than one
candidate for each available position.
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Concurrent powers

oof§€s050005s
oi€o9:8€eam

S’J)C‘II’T)(QIPZ

Conditional grants
n§0005g05
feo qbpeg

Confederation

RSeod36esqEs

Powers that are shared by federal and constituent
governments under a federal constitution, or by two
different levels of government in a unitary system.
Where laws in an area of concurrency conflict, the
law of the higher level authority is normally
paramount. For example, education and health are
areas where union government and state
governments in India hold concurrent powers.

In a federation, funds transferred by the federal
government to constituent units for specific
purposes and with limits on its spending that are
monitored by the grantor.

A group of nations or states, or a government
encompassing several states or political divisions, in
which the powers of the higher level of government
are delegated by the lower level authorities and
may be withdrawn; for example Switzerland. The
component units of a confederation retain
considerable independence, and often delegate

only a few powers to the central authority.
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Conflict
management

ooy 869839

Conflict of interest

2038s2: Boqpd

Conflict prevention

ooy omazedfges

An approach to conflict which assumes that it is
likely to be a long-term process that often cannot
be quickly resolved, and that the primary goal of
any intervention is the reduction or control of
volatility rather than dealing with the real source
of the problem.

In general, a situation where a person’s individual
(often financial) interests conflict with the interests
of a body for which she or he undertakes paid
work or activity or acts in an official capacity. It is
often provided that a person subject to a conflict
of interest may not participate in any discussion
of or decision taken on that matter.

The use of diplomatic techniques to prevent
disputes from arising, prevent such disputes from
escalating into armed conflict and prevent armed
conflict from spreading.
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Conflict resolution

o@oazelgq gt

Conflict
transformation
o§ooy
30386t

Consensual
democracy
a0eomnopde
26[gdeon

88meqd

Consensus

ODGUJDOI?%IH

The methods and process of negotiation,
arbitration and institution building designed to
promote the peaceful ending of social, political or
economic conflict.

An approach to social conflict derived from the
assertion that it is a natural occurrence between
humans who are involved in relationships, which
changes those relationships in predictable ways,
altering communication patterns, patterns of
social organization, and images of the self and
the other.

The type of democratic system that prevents the
winners (majority party) from taking all power
and provides the minorities scope for power-
sharing in governance. In this system most
decisions are made on the basis of the participation
and consent of most parties concerned rather
than on the will of the majority.

General agreement or accord, to which no
objections are registered.
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Consensus building
206INGQ

Catovlcteales Bte

Consociational
democracy
0CINYQ

238E:8800eq8

Consolidated
oé]&o?oooseoao

A process of mediation of a conflict which involves
many parties as well as multiple, complex issues. It is
applicable in public policy disputes at the community,
national and international levels. It is usually carried
out by a mediator or a facilitator, often involving a
team of intermediaries, and is normally a process
which moves through a series of steps.

A system of governance based on recognized
national ethnic, linguistic or religious communities,
which provides for some autonomy for these
communities as well as for some joint decision-
making, including the right of each community to
veto unacceptable decisions. This system may be
established formally or by convention and is not
necessarily fully recognized constitutionally. Both
unitary and federal governments can have
consociational features.

Brought together or merged into a single whole.
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Consolidated Fund
03:00§0qP00Go
abpeg

Constituent

Assembly
poGs[g| godeodd

Constitution

goebig

sae@éeoes

The reserved revenue funds of a country which
are managed by the national treasury. Expenses
charged directly to the fund are not subject to
legislative alteration or delay or ministerial delay.

A body set up for the specific purpose of making
a new, or amend an existing, constitution.
Members are usually elected, though some may
be chosen through other methods. Constituent
assemblies are sometimes similar to a legisalture;
for example, a nation’s parliament has acted as its
Constituent Assembly (as in South Africa), or the
Constituent Assembly has had the functions of
Parliament also (as in India).

The fundamental or basic law,of a country, which
determines the fundamental political principles of
the government, rules of procedure of that
government, relations between different organs
of government, rights and obligations of the
citizenry and also sets forth methods to ensure
accountability of governmental branches.
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Constitution
building
3,005:0320(gd
poG3 eepalgcs

Constitutional
3opb:036[gop0es
ocafeSenn

Constitutional
amendment
3opd:0z0a6[gd
poes [g€solqnd

Constitutional body
goézqagac;@é
pOG32q| goé:

GO sggsgoé:

An inclusive and participatory process of making a
new constitution or amending an existing
constitution, designed to lead to constitutions
that are nationally owned, sustainable and
sensitive to gender and conflict prevention

dimensions

Power or action in compliance with the provisions
of the constitution; related to the constitution.

A change to the text of a constitution enacted by
a legal process normally defined within that
constitution.

A body or entity created by or under the constitution
of a particular country for a specified task.
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Constitutional
change
3opb:0m00[ge
poeae|p:adgcs

Constitutional
convention
goé:q)sgc@é

poes pdamnd

The process of amending or otherwise altering a
country’s Constitution. The process itself is often
set out in the Constitution.

A body chosen in some way (often but not necessarily
by election) to represent the citizenry in a constitution
building process. A constitutional convention may be a
‘general constitutional convention’, an ‘unlimited
constitutional convention” or a ‘limited constitutional
convention. A general Constitutional Convention is
employed when a country that has never before had or
written a constitution embarks on this process, or if a
country wishes to revise the entire old constitution. An
unlimited Constitutional Convention aims to revise an
existing constitution to the extent that it deems to be
proper, whereas a limited Constitutional Convention
only concerns itself with reforming, revising and/or
make amendments to part of the constitution that the
existing constitution allows for it to
Constitutional conventions have also been used by
separate geographical districts in federal states in

reform.

order to create, replace or revise their own constitutions.
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Constitutional
Council
Qoé@mo@é

p0G360NES

Constitutional
Court
3opb:0300[gd
p0G30EP:e: (3B)
%

Constitutional
entrenchment of
fundamental rights
efgdmglmneeg
pRRoSimefEp
poesogtoopdogts
B8

A special body of persons created by the
constitution for the appointment of authorities

and/or constitutional bodies.

A high court that deals primarily with constitutional
law. Its main purpose is to rule on whether laws
comply with the terms or articles of the Constitution
or are ‘unconstitutional’. The court may also rule on
proposed amendments to the Constitution and the
legality of the processes used to bring these about.
A constitutional court may be a specialised court
that will not occupy itself with other types of cases
that are not directly related to the constitution.

The incorporation of fundamental rights in the
constitution. Amendments to these constitutional
provisions normally require more than a simple,
legislative majority.
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Constitutional
order
3opb:03a6[gd
p0e33Eep 056

Constitutional
process
3opb:0300[ge
P0G3Z6VOCEOD

Constitutional
reform
3opb:0300[gd
poeslg[ge
GQ)&:(\B@&:

Political order organized around agreed-upon
legal and political institutions that operate to
allocate rights and limit the exercise of power. In
a constitutional order, power is “tamed” by making
it less consequential. The stakes in political
struggles are reduced by the creation of
institutionalized processes of participation and
decision making that specifies rules, rights, and
limits power holders.

A process that is set out in or within the limits
defined in a constitution.

See also ‘constitutional change’ (p. 34).
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Constitutionalism

Sopddmacfgdpoes
BcBod5060m dis

Constitutionality
3opb:0300[ge
poe3sE
caPRB[ge:

Consultative
referendum
Slcicicr ol oas)
g$ecdeom
[geSopeogdupg

Contiguous district
800506656000

Seog5ud

The practice or philosophy of adherence to
constitutional principles involving limits on the
power of the government and other institutions
defined by those constitutional principles and by
the words of the constitution.

Conformity with the constitution: a status of
legality given to a law, statute, act, rules,
procedures or administrative actions dependent
upon their conformity to constitutional provisions.

A vote of the electorate the outcome of which is
in legal terms only advisory on a government or
appropriate authority, even though it may be
politically difficult for a government or authority to
ignore.

An electoral district that can be enclosed within a
single continuous boundary line.
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Convention on the
Elimination of all
forms of
Discrimination
Against Women
(CEDAW)
3§p008sqpiza:
$5:qeolat
Sleprgoegpodeg
BEp MRSotigCs
(C.E.A.D.A.W)

The text of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women was prepared
by working groups within the UN Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) during 1976 and extensive
deliberations by a working group of the Third
Committee of the General Assembly from 1977 to
1979. The Convention entered into force in 1981 and
The
convention was drawn up under the CSW mandate
for the preparation of recommendations relating to

had 99 signatories as of December 2011.

urgent problems requiring immediate attention in the
field of women’s rights with the object of implementing
the principle that men and women should have equal
rights, and the development of proposals to give
effect to such recommendations. This mandate
derives from equality of rights for women as a basic
principle of the United Nations; the Preamble to the
Charter of the United Nations sets as one of the
Organization’s central goals the reaffirmation of “faith
in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of
men and women”, (Myanmar acceded to CEDAW on
22 July 1997.)
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Convention on the
Rights of the Child
eplelquticatoleteatelon

BEp MSotigCs
(CR.C)

A UN Convention adopted in 1989 which is the
most widely ratified international human rights
treaty in history. The 54 provisions of the
convention, and its optional protocols, articulate
the full complement of civil, political, cultural,
social and economic rights for all children, based
on four core principles: non-discrimination;
actions taken in the best interests of the child; the
right to life, survival and development; and
respect for the views of the child in accordance
with age and maturity. It has been signed by
every country in the world, and currently ratified
into law by all but two. Since 1990, more than 70
countries have incorporated children’s codes into
national legislation as part of law reform efforts
based on the Convention’s provisions. (Myanmar
became a signatory to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on 16 July 1991.)
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Convention relating
to the Status of
Refugees
gogo0pdqprai
329C306q:a38p
RSotgs

A UN Convention adopted in 1951 which is the
key legal document in defining who is a refugee,
the rights of refugees, and the legal obligations of
states. The 1967 Protocol removed geographical
and temporal restrictions from the Convention.
The Convention clearly spells out who is a refugee
and the kind of legal protection, other assistance
and social rights he or she should receive from
the states that have signed up to it. The
Convention also defines a refugee’s obligations to
host governments, and certain categories of
people such as war criminals who do not qualify
for refugee status. Initially the 1951 Convention
was more or less limited to protecting European
refugees in the aftermath of World War II, but the
1967 Protocol expanded its scope as the problem
of displacement spread around the world.
Together, they have also helped inspire important
regional instruments such as the 1969 OAU
Refugee Convention in Africa and the 1984 Latin
American Cartagena Declaration. (Myanmar has
not signed or acceded to the Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees.)
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Corrupt practice
GgEEOMOOY
320030805009

Corruption

32003c8050qCs

Any offence which is declared to be a corrupt
practice under a particular electoral law.

Use of bribery and other practices in order to
encourage behaviour, especially by officials, to
further a particular or private interest. In order to
strengthen accountability of elected officials,
constitutions may take measures so that those in
power do not unfairly appropriate public goods.
Traditionally, anti-corruption measures have been
left to ordinary legislation. As it has become
acknowledged that those who benefit from
corruption are often the same people in charge of
legislating  against  corruption, including
instruments in the constitution that reach beyond
current politicians’ term in office, for example
provisions that aim to contribute to transparency,
accountability, and to establish independent
tribunals and other institutions where those who
have committed official corruption may be

investigated and prosecuted.
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Counterproposal

ooblghene}

Crimes against
humanity

(QeEebpticFatlebtop
6050720380560

GO0 EPROOIGGPS

A proposal agreed by the legislature to be presented to a
vote of the electorate as an alternative to the proposal
contained in a citizens’ initiative.

A term defined in the Rome Statute of the International
Court
“particularly odious offenses in that they constitute a

Criminal Explanatory Memorandum as
serious attack on human dignity or grave humiliation or
a degradation of one or more human beings. They are
not isolated or sporadic events, but are part either of a
government policy (although the perpetrators need not
identify themselves with this policy) or of a wide
practice of atrocities tolerated or condoned by a
government or a de facto authority. Murder;
extermination; torture; rape; political,
religious persecution and other inhumane acts reach

the threshold of crimes against humanity only if they

racial, or

are part of a widespread or systematic practice. Isolated
inhumane acts of this nature may constitute grave
infringements of human rights, or depending on the
circumstances, war crimes, but may fall short of falling
into the category of crimes under discussion”. Crimes
against humanity are distinguishable from war crimes

in that they apply in times of war or peace.
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Critical mass
sgoq:c'ﬂeoao

CP3GEZ0R0D

Cross-cutting
cleavages
30go4fg05
20GINRIG

Cross-cutting
themes
FOPEETOCEIN
FelopCzaepyp:

Cultural rights
oofeoyq
gCaeaEgP:

Used in business, management and sociological
studies to mean the amount or level of an input
that must be reached for a specific result or new
action to occur or become sustainable.

Issues which divide the political allegiances of
voters which cut across ethnic, religious and class
divisions in society.

Issues that are likely to affect or have an impact
on more than one department of an organization
or that cut across the ethnic, religious or class
divisions in a society.

Rights vested in groups of people which focus on
religious and ethnic minorities or indigenous
societies that are in danger or under threat.
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Culture of democracy A society in which democracy is entrenched and

88meqduodemye
(d) sa[gizag (9l)

26030C

Culture of impunity
SElclets HelCalopts
qodogedlgeecy

Customary law

oqiéadiooes

D'Hondt Formula

808 edllgjoon

widely accepted to be the best form of governance,
and where the application of democracy is
recognized as fair and open.

A situation in which perpetrators of gross human
rights violations or those who commit crimes
against humanity are not brought to justice or
held accountable for their crimes.

Unwritten law established by long usage.
Customary international law results from the
general and consistent practice of states followed
from a sense of legal obligation.

One of the options for the series of divisors used
to distribute
representation systems which adopt the Highest

seats in list proportional
Average Method. The votes of a party or grouping
are divided successively by 1, 2, 3... as seats are
allocated to it. Of the available formulas, D'Hondt
tends to be the most favourable to larger parties.
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Decentralization
03qe0deq
eogpqgc:

Deconcentration

6220056[g3203

c063EgEqe0igt:s

Delegated
jurisdiction and
responsibilities
6320056[g23
063EgEa0i(gts

(1) A model of governance where constituent units
exercise administrative, legislative and/or fiscal
authority. (2) The process of transfer of authority
from central government to lower levels of
government in the political, administrative and/or

territorial hierarchy. See also ‘devolution’ (p. 149).

(1) The transfer of the administration or
implementation of legislation to a lower level of
executive government. (2) The process of making

such a transfer.

Governmental powers constitutionally assigned to
one level of government which have been
transferred by the authority that possesses them
to another lower level of government, subject to
the condition that the transfer is revocable by the
delegating authority.
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Delegated
legislation

poeslygé
c@eos@&

Delegated powers

0068085606020002

GO0 S’D’D(’VV)Q{PS

Democratic
consolidation
88meqd
[388coge:

Democratic
development
88meqd
cﬁsmdsgﬁlsﬁ

Legislation promulgated by an authority on the
basis of power conferred on that body by a
legislative authority having competence over the
subject matter. For instance, a legislature normally
delegates authority to the executive to make
regulations or other detailed laws within the
framework of a piece of legislation.

Powers that are assigned by one level of
government to another lower level on a revocable
basis.

The process by which a country’s political
institutions and democratic procedures become
legitimized, stable and broadly accepted by
political actors and the wider population.

The inclusion within national development of the
development of democratic institutions and
processes, associated with the inclusion in its
measurement of categories of human progress over
and above GDP and HDI, such as democratic health,

democratic inclusiveness and levels of human capital.
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Democratic
governance
880eq8sodio
3pOY0q

Democratic
institutions
88meqd
crletSeploplcatca 1ot

Democratic
legitimacy
eehitcaly pate
a0l codgpiadsagps
[gp5opp00dog

Institutions and processes that are responsive to
the needs of ordinary citizens, including the poor,
and promote participation, accountability and
effectiveness at all levels, including strong
electoral and legislative systems, equal access to
justice, fair systems of public administration and
the capacity to deliver basic services to those

most in need.

Primarily the formal institutions associated with
the
governance and with political parties, but may

legislative and executive functions of

also include non-governmental organizations and
interest groups in the public sphere.

The broad acceptance by citizens of the validity of
the decisions and policies of government, usually
the
participation, responsiveness and accountability

fostered by incorporation of political

into public life through institutional frameworks,
democratic process, and practice.
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Democratic
oversight
88cmeqdspdioy
0Rd3q

Democratic process

88meqB[gdod

Democratic reform
88meqd
E@Se@p&cﬁﬁ

Democratic
transition
88meqd
:038onse[pEegc:

Development
assistance

8Bgeoopeagd

The setting of broad guidelines for an executive
and its agencies, and the process of scrutinizing
performance against these guidelines.

A process of public decision-making based on the
principles of inclusion and of the equal voice of all
citizens.

The process of altering the form or design of a
democratic system, usually with the aim of making
it more inclusive and/or more responsive.

The process of moving from an authoritarian,
conflicted or chaotic political system to a system
of democracy.

Another term for international aid, used for
that is than
humanitarian assistance or disaster relief.

assistance more long-term
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Development
cooperation

8Brqs20305
026AIC:ee00Eg0dg

Devolution
:-mom§eoeo:[§8:

Dialogue
8Eomean

Another term for international aid, used for
assistance provided by governmental and non-
governmental agencies that is more long-term than
humanitarian assistance or disaster relief. The term
also emphasizes the importance of the cooperative

relationship between donor and recipient.

A process by which administrative, executive,
legislative and fiscal powers are given to constituent
units. Devolution differs from federalism in that the
devolved powers may be repealed, that is taken
back to the centre by the central government by
different
decentralization in the sense that devolution involves

ordinary legislation. It is from
transfer of political powers whereas decentralization
is usually the transfer of administrative or fiscal

powers. See also ‘decentralizaton’ (p. 45).

A process of discussion between stakeholders in a
society or political process aimed at broadening
and building upon common understanding and
the emergence of agreement or consensus.
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Direct democracy

0305§058800eed

Direct democracy
instrument
B5§5880098
0 2%:606000050

Direct election

Bo§od
egeeood[gt:

A form of governance in which decision-making
on specific issues of national or regional
importance takes place through the direct
involvement of citizens through referendums,
citizens' initiatives and/or recall processes.

An instrument which gives citizens the right to
be directly involved in the political decision-
making process. It may take one of three forms:
1. Citizens voting on a public policy proposal
originated elsewhere (referendum); 2. Citizens
setting the agenda by originating a public policy
proposal themselves (initiative); 3. Citizens
requesting and voting on the early termination of
the period of office of one of the personnel of
government (recall).

A process of choosing representatives or
officeholders through the vote of an electorate
rather through election or appointment by an

intermediary elected or unelected body or individual.
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Disadvantaged
group
328663300/ 3298
3200625058 300

Disarmament,
demobilization and
reintegration

C005505G|0536:

641 008qB865E:

$¢g§copSealt:
0p54gt:

Disclosure

gSopdelogpnfgt:

A group that is identifiable on ethnic, religious,
gender, age or other grounds which has either been
discriminated against historically or is deprived of
social, economical and political opportunities.

A strategy applied in peacekeeping operations,
United
Disarmament entails the physical

particularly Nations  peacekeeping
operations.
removal of the means of combat from ex-
belligerents  (weapons, ammunition, etc.);
demobilization entails the disbanding of armed
groups; and reintegration describes the process

of reintegrating former combatants into society.

Notification of certain financial details, either to
the public or to the electoral commission or
another electoral authority, in accordance with
the electoral law, by candidates, political parties
and other persons or groups engaged in an
election.
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Discriminate

§|§>:eoo‘ioéoaé

Disenfranchise
Seuigtaeoapd

Disenfranchisement

Seuigdeolgt:

Distribution of
preferences
[PoSeqp:a}
§Go|§8:

District magnitude
3508505
03050220005

eon&: v

To make distinctions on the basis of class or
category without regard to individual merit; to
show preference or prejudice.

To deprive a person of his or her right to vote.

Suspension or removal of the right to vote, either
through a formal action or resulting from an
omission.

An operational process of alternative vote and
single transferable vote electoral systems in which
preferences expressed by voters for a candidate
who has been either elected or eliminated are
transferred to other candidates.

The number of representatives to be elected from
an electoral district.
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Districting
Seogs50d
2005005[56:

Domestic observers
[ge80g8: egp
GOMOSZEPOND

F0P90529G2

Dominant-party
system

OloBondoonpds
6:3:000050

Double majority
56000036
2GPpd3z0g05

The process of setting electoral district or voting
area boundaries. Also known as boundary
delimitation.

Groups of individuals, residents or citizens that
observe the election process in their own country.

A system in which only one political party can
realistically become the government, either by
itself or in a coalition.

A requirement that for a proposal to pass it must
receive both a majority of the total votes cast and
a specific proportion of the votes cast in a defined
lower level electoral area.
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Due process
i s 5
[bpSopeagéaneey

[9g3: poeaqpia?
cBodsneoiondgts

A term used in American jurisprudence. The
definition is ‘The state shall give, and must follow
and respect, all the legal rights that are owed to
a citizen.”! Generally the state must give these
privileges to citizens:

(a) give notice to a citizen regarding all actions
that a state may do which affects that person
and/or his property;

(b) give the citizen the right to grieve, which is
the right to complain, disagree, and/or protest
against that action;

(c) should the citizen still be dissatisfied after his
grievance, the state must give the citizen the
right to appeal to a court against the state’s
action.

3266§00§p0e333¢0pm00mEgddloodi volsaBgupre
3283006810560 "3a8:q00p5 §ESa:5E005e06pa3g
0800q5 20ad0l8E¢ammel §EEeodpveagP: GEInd0RE
§oogIga30560m  poE32YEIEEPE3ND0  Gus3dN
eeoso:c0550 qupd” vpg) [§8Claopdi cudopLyEgE
Due Process 632:00503¢ 3>8:q2065[3C -

(») %66033@{503&(‘}89@5339’): 008030308?%)03%8@%
0p520p0000q0eed  0pEB88EEaIsE [P0l 3298
cozqepd

(9) §EE002enm:qelopdaopdanddesdsm:  veoysde
0005665 algpadeqEoomesoglggtiaepd(right to grieve)
(0) §E&0m300 LoE:36|gpedegEomieoga0derdo0pd03E
2Bqe0 003208 GogsdeN0desmnt camnigndeudyts
o§oqC §EG0o:a0p5 ooepigpopt  3a8dl FBipOed
6d 200360E9E{[gCx(righttoappeal) - sogCancapgpiaans
%66&7)84{]’):0% Qq(ﬁecgcﬁeo:(ﬁeo:qeéﬁﬁé]wéu



English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms | 55

Economic rights

Bsgmicep qOCEGps

Election expenses
GIe0EO 03
0§odqp: (Alo300d9
(a8) =peodecmnt:
Cabite )

Election petition
egeeoncGdEep
o3Eeagpodgod

A group of human rights which includes the right
to securely own property, the right to work, the
right to the free choice of employment, just and
favourable conditions of work, the right to form
and join trade unions, the right to strike, and the
right to social security. Economic rights are often
referred to as part of the second generation of
human rights: the first generation refers to civil
and political rights, the second generation
comprises economic, social and cultural rights,

and the third generation refers to collective rights.

The expenses incurred during an election
campaign by a candidate or political party in
pursuit of being elected.

The procedure for initiating a challenge in an
electoral court to the result of an election in a
system based on United Kingdom electoral
practice.
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Election precincts
6gee005383Ep
5p09)0q505§805

Electoral assistance
P epplepstaeliiog
socri?soéco:cﬁ

Electoral authority
6gee005383Ep
0005§323,

Administrative units where all voters within a
circumscribed geographic territory are assigned
to the same polling place. Also known as voting
areas, polling areas or polling districts.

The legal, technical and logistics support provided
to electoral laws, processes and institutions-from
the establishment of the legal framework for the
administration of elections, to inclusive electoral
systems and voter registration processes, support
to the institutions called on to administer and
adjudicate on electoral processes, to the provision
of financial resources, materials, equipment and
expert advice, as well as technical and financial
support to civil society engaged in civic and voter
education, election observation and media
monitoring, including technical assistance to

political parties.

The body that deals with the electoral process.
See electoral management body (p. 62) and
electoral commission (p. 57).
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Electoral calendar
GgEGONOY
[go385%

Electoral
campaign/period
GgEEOMN05G 38905
;g Somcol
GgEeO0533e00
opdigrg

Electoral code

GEEEOOIFO0GS

Electoral
Commission
GEEEOMOOY
eondogl

The timetable which sets out deadlines for the
holding of all types of election in a country and
the steps that must be taken in matters such as
candidate and voter registration to enable these
deadlines to be met.

The period of time between an election being
officially called and the day of the vote. A minimum
period of campaigning is often set out in law.
Often
spending during this time and stipulations on

important because of restrictions on

equal media coverage for political parties. See
also ‘electoral cycle’ (p. 59).

A legal code setting out the rules and procedures
for the conduct of elections in a country.

A title often given to an independent EMB under
the Independent Model of electoral management
or to the component independent EMB under the
Mixed Model of electoral management. See also
‘electoral management body’ (p. 62).
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Electoral
Commissioner
GgEGONOY
eondeq 280t

Electoral
contestants
GgEEOMN0OG
o&[BEopdloByp:

Electoral costs
GgEEOM0SY
oRfoyedcdap:

Electoral court
6gee005383Ep
$4p/0o0pxy

A member of the electoral commission. Sometimes
the title is limited to the chairperson or the chief
executive officer.

Political parties and/or candidates competing in
an election.

All the costs incurred for the preparation and
conduct of an election, which may include core,
integrity and diffused costs.

A court of justice that exists in some countries
with the exclusive purpose of handling electoral
disputes.

PR ceppleptslclopstilateicott lelT i eatls Calal JSRteHeToutic T Y
2005 605eqEogrgn3adi008600035:00001

6gee0053006903¢ do€urdgCeom §E&aadlodqpast
o30denscpudeconsgps

6geeoN053mbemRed  [gEeol[glisC  eeontgod[gt:s
005c§:0DgP320305 crSogEodypiEaads I wd:030RE
B05§odmSmyododicd[§ieagsooen0e0dmeoeqesa0y
D& o§odagu58admSaye§odyp: dloCaopd

6geeo05390Eep 2[GEssegpiadonn B:ao§aBEaged
Q8 20460008880 con§eoonddp



English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms | 59

Electoral cycle
GgEEOMOSY
00508

Electoral dispute
Gcasemocﬁg
2[gC:gmsg

Electoral dispute
resolution
GgEEONOY
8’9@82%1)8?
clgqedacs

The complete period for the preparation, conduct
and completion of an electoral process, consisting
of a pre-election period including for example the
passing of electoral law and the conduct of
electoral registration, the electoral period including
nominations, campaigning, polling, countring,
tabulation and declaration of results, and the
post-electoral period including electoral dispute

resolution and post-elecoral review.

A complaint, challenge, claim, request for recall or
contestations made by a stakeholder or participant
in an electoral process and relating to the electoral
process.

The process of resolving electoral disputes.
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Electoral district

Seog50d

Electoral education
GgEEOMOOY
32030p060:
cocks

One of the geographic areas into which a country,
local authority or supranational institution may be
divided for electoral purposes. Also known as
circonscription, constituency or riding. An electoral
district may elect one or more representatives to
an elected body. See single-member district and
multi-member district.

Programmes containing a combination of aspects
of civic and voter education that may benefit
citizens or electors; participants in an election,
particularly political party office holders, party
activists, candidates for election, scrutineers at
the registration of voters, and agents and
representatives of candidates and political parties;
and/or other groups such as journalists, members
of civil society organizations and non-
governmental organizations involved in electoral

processes and officers ensuring electoral security.
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Electoral formula

F00965EP 0901
qo560m Heaospds

Electoral gender
quotas
CRclopalostelsolelng
opsie g)oof}:

Electoral
information
6gee005383Ep
000G E000D

That part of the electoral system which deals
specifically with the translation of votes into seats.

The mechanism used to recruit women into
political positions. Three common types of gender
quotas are used in politics: reserved seats, which
constitutional and/or legislative; legal
candidate quotas, which are constitutional and/or

are

legislative; and political party quotas, which are
voluntary. Reserved seats regulate the number of
women elected, but the other two forms set
minimums for the number or proportion of women
on candidate lists, either as a legal requirement or
as a measure written into the statutes of individual
political parties.

In some electoral frameworks, statutory
information that must be provided by law to all
individual electors.
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Electoral
irregularity

P epplepstaeliiog
odeqpynioglsg

Electoral
management
GgEEOMNOOG
809830

Electoral
Management Body
Ggscmocﬁg 8o
o%@cﬁ sggsaoé:

Electoral
manipulation
R epploptsicrat
o€aeepadgadend
qoScpuS[gts

Acts by electoral officials which inadvertently or
carelessly
regulations, for example, failure by a presiding
officer to stamp a ballot paper with the official

contravene electoral law and

mark at an election before handing it to a voter.

The administrative infrastructure for the
democratic process of elections involving the
execution of election activities, tasks and

functions.

An authority responsible for the management of
elections. Functions may include administering the
electoral process, preparing, maintaining and
updating the electoral register, registration of
political parties, regulation of the media in relation
to electoral matters, and settling electoral disputes.

Deliberate attempts, with or without the
connivance of government authorities, electoral
management or staff, to improperly influence any

aspect of the electoral process.
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Electoral materials
og:eoooogg
ogé:qp:

Electoral
modernization
GgEEON0OZEO05S
eeg pOCS0d

Electoral monitor
R eppleptlclaple
[035c88:c09pEs
% 005qp

Electoral
monitoring
GgEEONOSY GONE
[03588sc0ypEs
5&:

Materials specific to an electoral process (for
example ballot papers, ballot boxes) rather than
general materials used for electoral purposes.

The process of reviewing and updating electoral

legislative schemes and procedures, and
introducing new electoral technologies to electoral

administration and organization.

One who observes an electoral process and who
is entitled to intervene to draw the attention of
the election official in charge of the process to any
irregularity observed.

Any activity which involves the authority to
observe an electoral process and to intervene in
the process by drawing the attention of the
relevant electoral official to circumstances in
which relevant laws or standard procedures are
being violated or ignored. See also ‘electoral
observation’ (p. 64).
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Electoral
observation
GgEEOMOOY
eong{oypbosecal:

Electoral official

GgEeO05G3PY

Electoral operations
CRclepaleptelsolelos
330906000050
Qulele HIHTeE

Electoral politics
6gEeo0530¢
§E¢eeg

Electoral
procedures
Ggsemosgcpf)on’?:
QO5p5xqp:

The gathering of information with respect to an
electoral process and making informed judgments
on the conduct of such a process on the basis of the
information collected, by accredited persons who
are not authorized to intervene in the process.

An officer of the electoral management body.

The administrative and logistics actions required
to conduct an electoral process.

That part of the political process related to the
contestation of elections.

The mechanisms set out in electoral law and
regulations for the conduct of an electoral process.
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Electoral process
GgEEOMN0OG
cdcsodgps

Electoral
programme
GgEEONOY

328200)

The steps involved in the preparation and carrying
out of an election, including matters related to the
announcement of the election and the enactment
of the electoral law, the registration of voters and
candidates, the campaign, the voting, counting
and tabulating the votes, and the announcement
of results.

The collected policy proposals of a political party
presented to the electorate in the course of an
electoral campaign.
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Electoral quota
6geeom05gadEep
D leplaticAta HN

May have one of three distinct meanings:
(@) The number obtained by dividing the total
electorate in all the constituencies or electoral
districts of an authority by the number of members
to be elected to that authority, used within the
process of boundary delimitation;

(b) The number of votes which guarantees a
party or candidate to win one seat in a particular
electoral district in a proportional representation
system. There are three variants in common use,
the Hare, Droop (or Hagenbach-Bischoff) and
Imperiali quotas;

() A number of seats in an elected body or a
proportion of candidates nominated by a party or
grouping which are required by law to be filled by
kind;
commonly used to ensure the nomination and

representatives of a particular most

election of @ minimum number of women.

6sOd [gpigieom 328godad§mscde dG§SE
205 1

(00) Seogs0dsmmadsd] Ss0gq 09edl: 326632030503
0o&:3e05505¢pse 6gEe00500E6[gP05eRY Budoninped
32663030058 0gCgEaflecon oBSomba $058805
20056056000 pOCi0PaRE 2d:a000I

(9) oy BBedgposdrE doBondy Bowydd
BBon:000560nE:0068: Se0gs00008903E agegd[ge:
dqEOQS GOOgPEOGID  3IVGEI0RONN  IAJIGPIGID
0603052980005 (03§ 390 aJeupod Gun§050EEERd
$C 32882880005 §008:03 [gd20pd)

(0)  6geoN0dH030SEPdmeqEe0R05  (9Bewrdd)
poe3sEmpd  doBusradgooneon  o3denscpcdsaqs
o0 P[GYodSE 35p5:00: :r00dizoeqEa0305 03
dlo€eogqesaadigoopdi



English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms | 67

Electoral reform
GgEEOMOSY
[glaCelgptecdg

Electoral register
GgEEOMNOOG
SeogqtongCs

Electoral
registration
Gg:eoooogg
Seogql
oqE:09C4[gEs

Electoral
regulations
Ggseooocﬁg
opSsqids
oé:m&qp:

The process of changing or reforming the electoral
system. Often synonymous with extending the
franchise to previously unrepresented groups or
minorities; abolishing property, income or
residence qualifications; or altering the voting

system.

The list of persons registered as qualified to vote.

The process of inscribing electors on the electoral
register.

Rules that are subsidiary to legislation, often
drawn up by the electoral management body
under powers contained in the electoral law, to
govern

aspects of the organization and

administration of an election.
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Federacy

0053605 328320H

Federal
Constitutional Court

[GpSeco8egopdsg
26[gpoesooep

Federal election

[gpSeconte/adt:
3¢ [ge5pcSeae0t
GgEGONOY

A term which refers to political arrangements where
a smaller unit or units are linked to a larger unitary
or federal polity, but the smaller unit or units retain
considerable autonomy except over foreign affairs
and defence, have a minimum role in the
management of the larger one, and the relationship
can be dissolved only by mutual agreement. For
example, Puerto Rico and the Northern Marianas in
relation to the United States of America.

In a federation, the final court of appeal with the
decisive power of resolving issues relating to the
federal constitution In some countries called a
Supreme Court; in other countries, distinct from a
Supreme Court which has other functions.

In a federal system, an election for a body or
position at federal level.
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Federal
government

[geSeconComdiq

Federal loyalty
[geSeconCemaad

oogo%@&

Federal system

[gpSeoonie 05

The central government of a federal state. A
federal government may be named in different
ways, such as national government in South
Africa, Commonwealth government in Australia,
Union and federal

government in India,

government in the United States of America.

The loyalty of
constituent units—toward the federal system of
solidarity of

governments—federal and

government. It also implies

governments towards one another.

A state structure based on two or more levels of
government, a central (federal) government and
the governments of constituent units, with powers
and authority assigned to each level by a supreme
(federal) constitution under which their allocation
cannot be amended without sufficient agreement
at both upper and lower levels.
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Federalism

[geSeconedls

Federalism by
disaggregation
apddGEapbaogte
@300Gp: 66l Geont

om [gpSeconte
0§03{gCs

A broad category of political systems in which, in
contrast with the single central source of political
and legal authority in unitary systems, there are
two or more constitutionally established orders of
government, each directly elected, and each
order having some autonomy from the other in
terms of the powers assigned to it. The system
combines elements of shared rule (collaborative
partnership) through a common government and
regional self-rule (constituent unit autonomy) for
the governments of the constituent units.

The creation of a federal system when a unitary
state transforms itself by forming autonomous
constituent units.
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First Past The Post
Sqp2op8osd/
SqpeopaRopioy
056/3qp:an
32§C0r050

First preference
30590
egeq|od[gc:s

Fiscal constitution
DANGERO3EYE
gopb:d

The simplest form of plurality/majority vote
electoral system, which uses single-member
districts and candidate-centred voting. The
winning candidate is the one who gains more
votes than any other candidate, even if this is not
an absolute majority of the valid votes.

In a system of proportional representation, the
indication by the voter of his or her most preferred
party or candidate.

In a federation, the constitutional division of
powers among different levels of government on
revenue raising responsibilities and spending
powers and provisions governing inter-
governmental transfers and fiscal discipline.
Federations differ regarding how many of these
issues, especially relating to transfers, are set

down in the constitution.
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Form of
government

32:q050

Free and fair
elections
0godcud[Bs
ealyetisllealciebs

Gg:eoooogg

The set of political institutions by which the
government of a state is organized in order to
exert its powers. Examples include: federations;
unitary states; republics (people’s republics,
socialist republics, democratic people’s republics,
Islamic republics); monarchies (absolute and
constitutional monarchies, Emirates, Sultanates,
grand duchies and principalities); presidential,
semipresidential and parliamentary systems.

An election for which every qualified person has a
reasonable opportunity to register as a voter; in
which every registered voter is allowed to vote
once within a reasonable distance from his/her
residence and in complete secrecy; the campaign
for which is open to each candidate and political
party, each of which has a relatively even access
to the media; and the management of which is
impartial and efficient and ensures that the
election results take effect according to law.
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Free List

8o5{o3jodeogly|
§Ecomosd

Freedom from fear

e@o%g,@&?

nEseoieeg

A form of List Proportional Representation in
which voters may vote for a party or grouping and
in addition for one or more candidates, whether
or not those candidates are nominated by that

party or grouping.

The fourth freedom set out by US President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in his Four Freedoms speech
of 1941.
Programme’s 1994 Human Development Report

The United Nations Development

argued that human security requires attention to
both freedom from fear and freedom from want.
Freedom from fear entails protecting individuals
from violent conflicts while recognizing that these
violent threats are strongly associated with
poverty, lack of state capacity and other forms of
inequality. The Responsibility to Protect is a key
component of the ‘Freedom from Fear’-agenda.
See also *human security’ (p. 83).
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Freedom of
expression

QeleTQuatye
a00dedl ¢

Freedom of religion
QoS5
opiogebel

The principle defined in article 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: ‘Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression; this
right includes freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers’.

The principle defined in article 18 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: ‘Everyone has the
right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom to change his
religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in
community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship and observance’. The concept is generally
recognized also to include the freedom not to
follow any religion.
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Freedom of speech
0godcudgd

SeleplelCole Bekos!
Goo$t

Fundamental rights
26[gd

HgCIeaEgP:

The freedom to speak without censorship or
limitation, which is recognized as a human right
under article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and in international human rights
law in the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. Freedom of speech is also
recognized in European, inter-American and
African regional human rights law.

Human rights set out in constitutions or charters,
such as the US Constitution and the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union.
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Gender

PHOCRYOFP

The socially constructed rather than biologically
determined roles of women and men, as well as the
relationships between them in a given society at a
specific time and place. While sex refers to biologically
determined difference and roles, the qualities, identities
and behaviours expected from men and women are
determined through the process of socialization.
Gender is an analytical category comparable to race,
class, ethnicity, religious background, and so on, and it
should be used in a similar way as an analytical tool.
Like race, class, ethnicity, religion and culture, gender
has constituted and still constitutes a basis for
oppression and discrimination among individuals; the
term gender captures a frequently invoked reason for
inequalities between women and men, boys and girls.
Gender is often overlooked as an aspect of men’s social
identity, yet the lives and activities of men as well as
women are strongly influenced by gender. In most
societies, men tend to have broader options, more
opportunities and greater access to society’s resources
than women. This is the result of a framework of
legislation, policies and institutions that incorporates
attitudes and practices about what is appropriate to

being male and female in a given society.
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Gender analysis

oppeie c8Eeop
Blepeq =efgly|
G0 08200

Flaeiobatoliel

Gender balance

oppeie 3§E8[EE:

Gender equality
oqpie okiopdlg

identification of the
processes by which, in a given context, relations
between men and women are shaped and shape

The examination and

the various needs and experiences of each gender.
Such analysis is informed by how gender is
intertwined with and affected by other identities
and realities such as ethnicity, class, race, religion,
disability and culture.

Equivalence in life outcomes for women and men,
recognizing their different needs and interests,
and requiring a redistribution of power and
resources.

The principle that women and men enjoy the
same status, and have equal conditions for
realizing their full human rights and potential to
contribute to national, political, social, cultural
and economic development and to benefit from
the results; the equal valuing by society of both
the similarities and differences of men and women
and the varying roles they perform.
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Gender equity
oqpae a0opedyg

Gender
mainstreaming
opreecpRpiq
f4bstoodiop of
GoGqigOR07 R
68008q0o3E:038
copdogtdoCeofgta

Gender parity
oo 0ob:opRdayg

Gender quota

oppsie J00&s

The process which leads to gender equality by seeking
to overcome the historical and social disadvantages
that prevent women and men from enjoying a level
playing field in different spheres of life.

An organizational strategy to bring a gender
perspective to all aspects of an institution’s policy
and activities,through building gender capacity
and accountability. The act of bringing gender
awareness into all areas of activity.

See gender equality (p. 77).

The number or share of seats in an elected body
or the proportion of candidates nominated by a
party or grouping which are required by law to be
filled by women and/or men; most commonly
used to ensure the nomination and election of a
minimum number of women.
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Gender quota
provisions

oqpsie o0ds [ggoss
qodap:

Gender
representation

General election

0GOQG0Y
GgEEOMN0OG

Gerrymandering
Ssogs0dams
©20qpdgudqI0d
[s6espago003005g

Glass ceiling
o[gE8eam

saooo:sgo&qu

The provisions set out in law on gender quotas.

See gender quota (p. 78) and gender equality (p. 77).

An election in which all the seats in the lower
house or chamber are contested.

The deliberate manipulation of electoral district
boundaries in order to advantage or disadvantage
a particular political interest.

An unofficial, invisible barrier that prevents
women and minorities from advancing in their
careers.
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Good governance
eomEigSeom

20g5eq

Governing party
FnaNqdlod

Government

28:q

Competent management of a country’s resources
and affairs in @ manner that is open, transparent,
accountable, equitable and responsive to people’s
needs. Key elements of good governance are: the
establishment of a representative and accountable
form of government; a strong and pluralistic civil
society, where there is freedom of expression and
association; sets of rules governing the actions of
individuals and organizations and the negotiation of
differences between them; the primacy of the rule
of law, maintained through an impartial and effective
legal system; and a high degree of transparency
and accountability in public and corporate processes.

In a parliamentary system, the political party with
the largest number of seats, which is therefore
able to form a government.

The governing body of a state; often same as the
‘executive’, but also used to cover the legislature
and judiciary; ‘three branches of government’.
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Group rights
3590805
32gCaeqEqP:

Healing and
reconciliation
elogepeloelopt:
$8G8copSo08Fes
cofgcs

Homogeneous
district
P§poP2001 0O
oplojpSgopep o8
§Cqp:popdieseam
Ss0g505

Horizontal
accountability

ooelgipd 0mosdy

Rights held by a group rather than by its members
severally. See also ‘collective rights’ (p. 25).

A mechanism linked to peacebuilding and post-
conflict initiatives.

An electoral district in which, either by design or as
a result of the operation of other criteria for boundary
delimitation, the electorate contains substantial
social, ethnic, religious or linguistic uniformity.

Horizontal accountability can be defined as the
degree to which people communicate across a
society or an organization, problem solve together
and in teams, build trust and accountability, and
take increased amounts of responsibility.
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Human rights

bt Qetcei e letoa ol

Human rights
violations

cpaaganceg
§redlodagps

Fundamental freedoms and rights such as the
right to life, the right to privacy, freedom of
thought and religion, freedom of expression and
assembly, and freedom from any kind of
discrimination (sexual, racial, ethnic, religious).
Human rights encompass the right to participate
in public life, as well as economic, social and
cultural rights. See also political rights. See also
‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ (p. 146).

Abuses of human rights. See also *human rights’
(p- 82).
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Human security

opgooocyfes

Human security is a multifaceted concept. It can
be summarized in three categorizes: 1) Freedom
from want; Extreme poverty together with the
associated vulnerability to disease and child
mortality, poses immediate, critical threats to the
safety of nearly on-sixth of the world’s population;
2) Freedom from fear; Terrorism, nuclear, chemical
and biological threats, war and the risk of new
wars top the agenda of human security advocates.
Terrorism requires a comprehensive strategy that
includes the need for a new international
convention to coordinate and harmonize
international reaction to these threats. Progress
towards the elimination of weapons of mass
destruction has taken on new urgency with the
upsurge in transnational terrorism, with the risk
that terrorists would use such weapons against
innocent populations. Finally, war-to-democracy
transitions are essential because historically,
where civil wars have recurred after several years,

this has wusually been because underlying
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grievances, including economic relationships, are
unresolved; 3) Freedom to live in dignity; Living
in dignity means enjoying fundamental human
rights, to include the right to democratic
participation, living under the rule of law, and
freedom to practice religion, express views, and
live in a society that is guided by principles of
tolerance. Essential to the pursuit of living in
dignity is the state’s ‘responsibility to protect’
groups and individuals in society which are the
most vulnerable to violation of their human rights.
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Hung parliament

2063808

Impartiality
BecSAfg:

Impeachment

gqodong[gcs

Immunity

BOGGS’DG] S’DGQ:O]?

defelsengdbesigl:

A parliament in which no single party has more
than half the seats after an election.

Dealing with matters in a fair and unbiased
manner; the operational expression of neutrality.

Process under which charges are brought in
parliament against a high constitutional authority,
public official or judge.

Legal exemption for punishment from offenses,
often used to refer either to the failure of
government to take serious steps against crime or
to the failure or inability of authorities in a
transitional or emerging democracy to take
punitive legal action against the alleged
perpetrators of human rights violations and other
criminal offences under a previous autocratic

regime.
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Indigenous
intellectual
property rights
GOt
QP/9C0G300dGPIGT
gpmogeh:
gCIGGEqP:

Indigenous people

G3209

RiqSroomps

Individual rights
poodBsqCsci
gCIeaEgP:

A concept which has arisen to attempt to conserve
each society’s cultural base. See also ‘cultural rights’
(p. 43). Traditional cultural knowledge has
commercial value in areas related to medicine,
cosmetics, cultivated plants, foods, arts and crafts.

The people originating in and possessing
characteristics of a particular region or country.
Generally used in the international context,
‘indigenous’ refers to peoples who are original to
a particular territory.

The rights of individuals, in contrast to group
rights or collective rights.
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Institution

3330005 /0qCod:

Largest Remainder
Method
s’;%:a@:@&q%
Sedl 900l
Dudoncpudenmnts

§60G0:GO o§8

There are formal as well as informal institutions.
Formal institutions can be described as particular
organizations established for social, educational,
religious or governmental purposes, etc. Informal
institutions are well-established and structured
patterns of behaviour or of relationships that are
accepted as a fundamental part of a culture, as
marriage: the institution of the family.

A principle for converting votes into seats in List PR
systems. After parties and groupings have been
allocated seats in an electoral district because they
have received full quotas of votes, some seats will
be unfilled, and some votes remain—for each party,
less than a full quota. The remaining seats are then
awarded to parties and groupings in order of the
number of leftover votes they possess. The Largest
Remainder Method tends to be more favourable to
smaller parties than the alternative approach, the
Highest Average Method.
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Legal framework
(electoral)
poesopdiqd:
(egro0m0>Reeep)

Legal system

p0G305

Legality
poe3sE3[gC:

Legality check

poe35¢ pdiopd
soS:00[Cs

Legislated gender
quota
[gepSiconieom
oqPegonss o3om

The structure of electoral processes consisting of
constitutional rules, electoral laws, complementary
electoral rules and regulations, and codes of
conduct.

The system of courts and related tribunals that
exists in a country.

The quality of being in accordance with and not in
conflict with the laws of a country or with
international law.

The scrutingy by a public authority of the
constitutionality and legality of a proposal.

See legislated quota (p. 89).
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Legislated quota
[geoSiconieom
030,

Legislation

pocslg[at:

Legislative
amendment
(electoral)

poes|gEeoqod

Legislative
assembly

P0G3[ggo5E05

A quota mandated in the Constitution or
determined by electoral law as opposed to a
voluntary party quota adopted and implemented
by an individual political party.

The process of making enacted law; the body of
enacted laws (note: an individual law is not ‘a
legislation’ but a ‘piece of legislation’ or ‘a statute’).

An alteration of the electoral law of a country
brought about in accordance with a formal
procedure.

A national body consisting of elected members
empowered to make legislation.

3,005:003E[gbeol  egieomadgpoesypiapligbeo 3203
POYO0d  0od[ggpSioneon  030m0s6[gdooRd
2005a38ep §E&aqpilodypie gE:adoneomsogsacagpad

2005690507 00:6000 03020 0505E0D[GE [7358E 2005

poe3gP3200p5(gdeo[gEs o3 220000(gb[Gi0om: poessagp:
(poes00b9gE:Ba3qpdgud[gtieunddeloypts a38E8aoab)

00630l80:008:qPegC 8EE0EEESal egieamndFouesn?
[g€sot e[gpEicd20d[go0d

eoos@[eﬁ FNaN205E:000:qE00  6gEeoMN0Hd
B000:00004P30g,



90 | English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms

Legislative
framework

poes|geome

Legislative
oversight

poea[gfgt:od
[03go36[ec:

Legislative recall

S’DQOSGT)C%?S
Qo5a855E:

Legislative scheme

poGs[gjspdic0ss

Legislature

poeslgeed
(cg0de00d)

The parameters within which the legal provisions
of a law relating to a particular issue are framed.

Scrutiny of the programmes and performance of
the executive branch by the legislature.

The procedure by which elected legislators can be
recalled by their constituents.

The particular design of the law in a specific area.

The elected organ of state responsible for
lawmaking. Also known as parliament.
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Legitimacy

ooep:ollgdfgts

Legitimate
government

o0ep:0Cea8iq)

Level playing field
m:a?sme@:é
opBiCeslat:

Liberal democracy
c0d0qud88maegd
(00GomooHo: 83
0eqd cpsedie
Sp 83aneed)

The state of quality of being accepted as
legitimate, lawful or right. It can refer to a system
being accepted as legitimate by the population, or
have a narrow meaning of legal legitimacy as
recognized by the courts.

A government chosen through a legitimate
electoral process in accordance with the law.

A phrase used to indicate an environment in which
political parties and candidates are able to
compete in an election on a basis of equality.

Aform of government. A representative democracy
in which the ability of the elected representatives
to exercise decision-making power is subject to
the rule of law and usually moderated by a
Constitution that emphasizes the protection of the
rights and freedoms of individuals, and which
places constraints on political leaders and on the
extent to which the will of the majority can be

exercised against the rights of minorities.
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Liberties/freedoms

cgodcodagps
0godcodgyp:

List Proportional
Representation

o yseqesC
oBudendgeonosd

List system

0§ C:050

Liberty is a state of being free to enjoy various
social, political or economical rights and privileges.
The concept of liberty forms the core of all
democratic principles. The meaning of liberty
includes an individual’s right to freedom from
coercion and freedom to act. In the plural case,
liberties incorporate fundamental freedoms
guaranteed by the constitution.

A system in which each participant party or grouping
presents a list of candidates for an electoral district,
voters vote for a party, and parties receive seats in
proportion to their overall share of the vote. Winning
candidates are taken from the lists. See Closed List
(p. 24), Open List (p. 106) and Free List (p. 73).

A system of proportional representation under
which a voter chooses between party lists, each of
which contain as many names as there are
representatives to be chosen, and the number of
candidates declared from each list is determined by
the percentage of the total vote cast for each list.
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Local democracy

63995988mcq8

Local government

Gsoacgqsg@:q

Local self-
government

GSCDcéGl
0305¢€=p095eq;

Lower House

Ciczaloplobleslclons)

The election of representatives who operate at a
local level, such as local councillors, rather than at
a national level, such as members of a national
parliament.

Government of a village, city, county, parish,
township, municipality, borough, board, district,
or other general purpose political subdivision of a
state at the local level.

Government of an area smaller than the territory
of a federation or a constituent unit of a federation.
This may be called a village, town, city, county,
district or region. True self-government implies a
democratically elected body representing the local
with
resources to pursue locally determined priorities.

inhabitants sufficient autonomy and

The first, and usually most important, chamber in
a bicameral parliament.
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Majoritarian
FPGPIPGEHGIE
050

Majoritarianism
CRIGPIOOD FEP
sgocx?or?) o?|§05
§E20p) sa0pdlai
"3P:032[geSAls”

Majority
qp:0gd[gc:

Designed to produce an absolute majority (50 per
cent plus 1) of votes.

The view that a numerical majority (sometimes
categorized by religion, language, or some other
identifying factor) of the population is entitled to
make decisions that affect the whole of society.
The danger this poses to minorities of various
types has been invoked to justify constraints on
what a majority can do, especially through bills of
fundamental rights, language protections, special
decision rules on sensitive issues or through
devolution of powers to constituent units in a
federation.

Either ‘more than half’ or ‘the largest number’;
the number by which votes for one are more than
those for another; ‘a majority of 3.
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Majority
community

PR
203053208

Majority rule

32qpipeog(et
330906000050

Majority system
FPYP:0050

A group constituting more than one half of the
total population within a given territory.

Also known as simple majority rule. The candidate
with the most votes wins. In the past contrasted
with minority rule, especially in areas of Southern
Africa where the majority of the population was
denied electoral rights.

Plurality or majority systems are based on the
principle that a candidate or party with a plurality
of votes (i.e. more than any other) or a majority
of votes (i.e. 50 per cent plus one, an absolute
majority) is declared the winner. Such a system
may use single-member districts, for example, the
First Past The Post, Alternative Vote or the Two-
Round System, or multi-member districts, for
example, the Block Vote and Party Block Vote
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Majority, absolute

coodo05emP
EIE Y

Majority-rule
systems

S’DQ{PSQP(D

3p0g|0e000504p:

Malapportionment
6e059Cladéa
0p3qgc:

Marginal
constituencies
:¢m8Coung
$p5s60m
Seogsudyp:

Complete majority—that is of more than half, not
just the largest number of votes.

Countries that use majority rule or plurality
electoral systems.

The uneven distribution of voters between
electoral districts or constituencies.

Seats in which the gap between the two or more
leading parties in terms of polling or past voting
patterns is relatively small-often regarded as less
than a 10 per cent margin, that is, requiring a
swing of 5 per cent or less—and the result is highly
dependent on prevailing political conditions. See
swing constituency.
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Marginalized
groups

601005950042

Minority community

Pspdie
:390?3(73330%

Minority rights

P50
gCaneeg

Mixed electoral
system
GePOOGGGOMNOSY
050

Groups within society and a state that have been

traditionally ~ excluded  from meaningful

participation in society and deprived of

opportunities for realization of their potential.

A sub-group within a larger population, which may
live on a given territory, which does not form either a
majority or a plurality. Definitions of a minority group
sometimes refer to a group that is disadvantaged in
relation to a dominant group in terms of its social
status, education, employment, health and political
power, whatever its numerical size.

The individual rights applied to members of racial,

ethnic, class, religious, linguistic or sexual
minorities; the collective rights accorded to

minority groups.

A combined electoral system of First Past The Post
and the proportional list system.
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Mixed Member
Proportional (MMP)
electoral system
eepodmagEy|
GgEEONIHF0$O

Mixed system

266p0sd

Mobile voting

6q.09P:3q[48
Beo:@&

A mixed electoral system in which all the voters
use the first electoral system, usually a plurality/
majority system, to elect some of the
representatives to an elected body. The remaining
seats are then allocated to parties and groupings
using the second electoral system, normally List
PR, to compensate for disproportionality in their
representation in the results from the first

electoral system.

A system in which the choices expressed by voters
are used to elect representatives through two different
systems, one proportional representation system and
one plurality/majority system. There are two types of
mixed system: parallel systems and ‘Mixed Member
Proportional electoral system’ (p. 98).

A polling station that operates at various
designated locations during polling day.
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Mock election

2055665607059

Monitor

eong[d
a38se[opEs00d

Monitoring

eong[o3pd
AB&:clopEag

Monitoring and
evaluation

eong[o30d
BSselopCiast
23[god[g:

Multiculturalism
00pOORGMe/
copeoqegd

Elections held with the primary aim of educating a
section of the population, often young people,
and providing experience of the electoral process.

To observe and check over a period of time.

Observing and checking over a period of time.

Observing and checking over a period of time and
forming an idea of the value or quality.

The practice of acknowledging and respecting the
equality of various cultures, religions, races and
ethnicities within a country or a territory.
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Multiethnic
R

Multilingual
ooooooom'):o"?

Multi-member
district
0088:c00536000
F009GPeg:Qd
8¢ §eo0nd908505

Multinational state

p§pdeonse

Multiparty
338

Country or society characterized by having many
ethnic groups.

Country or society speaking or using many
languages.

An electoral district from which more than one
representative is elected to a legislature or elected
body. See also ‘single-member district’ (p. 137).

A state which incorporates more than one nation.
Some federations are composed of a single nation
but others are multinational. A nation-state is a
state composed of one nation.

Political system or state having more than one
party.
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Multiparty
competition

SoBienBBERE:

Multiparty
democracy

AloB3$88meqd

Multiparty election

OloBdegeeomady

Multiparty politics
doBdSCeae

Multiparty system
OlcBdosd

See multiparty system (p. 101).

See multiparty system (p. 101).

See multiparty system (p. 101).

See multiparty system (p. 101).

A political system in which a variety of political
parties with different viewpoints and platforms
compete for political power.
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Multiple-tier system

20300050

Nation

86¢

An electoral system in which two or more sets of
representatives are elected to the same chamber
by the entire electorate of a country. The multiple
tiers may be electoral districts defined at different
levels within a country, for example, single-
member districts and regions, or regions and the
country as a whole. Systems in which two distinct
sets of representatives are elected from the same
level are also multiple-tier systems. All mixed
systems are multiple-tier systems.

A community of people who share a common
identity and who decide or want to decide about
their destiny through concerted political action.
Such action is directed at gaining, preserving, or
strengthening statehood. ‘Nation’ may also be
understood in its ethnic sense when the term
refers to a form of self-defined cultural and social
community which shares a common history,
language, distinctive lifestyle and a homeland.
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National ownership
28:qcl
Sp{g05epopege

Nationality
§E&ooms

Nationhood

8850059[5f5E:

The effective exercise of a government’s authority
over development policies and activities, including
those that rely—entirely or partially-on external
this
articulating the national development agenda and

resources. For governments, means

establishing authoritative policies and strategies.

Membership in the community of a particular nation.
In nation-states, nationality and citizenship are
sometimes used interchangeably and the term
depicts the relationship between a person and their
state of origin, culture, association, affiliation, and/
or loyalty. When used differently, nationality is an
ethnic marker of identification while citizenship
affords the state jurisdiction over the person, and
affords the person the protection of the State.

The quality of being a nation; sometimes also the
fact of achieving national independence or
autonomy.
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Native community

obqfiopdyee
3203053008

Natural resources
200000
wof)cqoooqp:

Naturalized
citizenship

§8&oogpSefBioy

The original inhabitants in a specified territory of
a state who are bonded by common language,
culture and tradition.

Resources supplied by nature. These are
sub-divided

resources, such as minerals and fossil fuels, and

commonly into  nonrenewable
renewable (when properly managed) natural
resources, including water, wind, fisheries, and

agricultural land.

A citizen originally from another nationality but
made a citizen by a specified legal process which
requires the person to make a choice/application
and may well involve a discretion on the part of
the authorities.
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Non-territorial
federalism
$0Sefgo}
me@e@lecoo

[geSeconedls

Observers
GOOON

s'ac;\)oorgq?qp:

Creates governing structure linked to ethno-
linguistic communities, rather than the territories
in a federation. It may apply when minorities are
spread out in different parts of the territory of the
same state, yet feel a common identity. In a non-
territorial federation the persons belonging to a
particular community regardless of their
geographical place of residence form an entity of
a federation and enjoy identity, autonomy and
representation. In Belgium the linguistic
communities are accorded such a status for
certain powers, while territorial communities have
other powers. Therefore, Belgium is regarded as
having a certain degree of non-territorial
federalism. This is an unusual arrangement.

Representatives of international or local

organizations, associations, governments and
professional bodies who are authorized and
accredited to observe the preparation for or conduct
of an election with a view to assisting in ensuring

that the integrity of the electoral process is respected.
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Official mark
éﬁ:oéa&o)

Official results

oogpzoferoSyp:

One Person One
Vote One Value
(OPOVOV)
poodB: don|gp:
00§3:0009

Open List
o305e0p0d
oqCigCosd

Opinion poll

206920002:00008:

A mark provided to a presiding officer to stamp a
ballot paper before giving it to the voter.

Results published by the appropriate electoral
official containing all the information required by
law.

A principle of representation in which each elected
representative represents the same number of
electors, and under which malapportionment is
minimized.

A form of List Proportional Representation in
which voters can express a preference for a party
or grouping and for one or, sometimes, more
candidates in that party or grouping. See also
‘Closed List’ (p. 24) and ‘Free List’ (p. 73).

A survey asking for opinions on one or more
issues from a selected sample of a population or
electorate. During an election campaign, the key
question is usually about which party a person

will vote for.
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Opposition
320305208/
320005389

Optional
referendum
pocselopEizng
eomadaclope
oiEogeom
eoze0pg

Ordinal ballot
08$om$@6
[geoondeogbs

The members of the main house of the legislature
who are not supporting the government and
which seek to change the government within
established procedures.

A vote of the electorate called by a formal demand,
which may emanate from the executive, from a
number of members of the legislature, from a
number of citizens or from some other defined
agent.

An ordinal ballot is one where a voter indicates
preferences among various candidates or parties
by numbering their respective names, in declining
order (1, 2, 3), or by cumulating the votes on
certain candidates. In an ordinal ballot a voter is
able to alter his or her vote between the first and
second round of an election.
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Parallel System
0536 P
02%:6000050

Paris Charter for a
New Europe
eeeposgooﬁ

20305 Al

[>plep]AH

Paris Minimum
Standards

58 woseSiats
ocﬁ:qp:

A mixed system in which the choices expressed by
the voters are used to elect representatives through
two different systems, usually one plurality/majority
system and one proportional representation system,
but where no account is taken of the seats allocated
under the first system in calculating the results in
the second system. See also ‘Mixed-Member
Proportional electoral system’ (p. 98).

Adopted in Paris on 21 November 1990 at a
summit meeting of most European governments,
Canada, the United States and the Soviet Union.
Amended by the 1999 Charter for European
Security. Formed the agreed basis for the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE), although not all OSCE member
countries have signed the Charter.

A set of minimum standards governing the
declaration and administration of states of
emergency that threaten the life of a nation,
including 16 articles setting out the rights and
freedoms to which individuals remain entitled

even during states of emergency.
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Parliament
Ac80$ ()
qelealclers

Parliamentary
sovereignty
Ac868(J)godeo
©3g0sgpsnarm

[gedsa0 §[at:

A legislature that formulates laws, adopts the
budget and forms the government in a
parliamentary system of governance. It also plays
the role of making the executive of the government
(cabinet) accountable and scrutinizes government

policies and programs.

A constitutional concept in some parliamentary
democracies where parliament has unlimited
power to make laws. Its power extends to
changing constitutional rules, judicial precedents,
legislative acts and executive decisions. When
parliamentary sovereignty prevails, the judiciary
has no right to invalidate the acts passed by the
parliament. It can only interpret the laws passed
by the parliament. Instances of parliamentary
sovereignty exist in the United Kingdom, Israel
and New Zealand.
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Parliamentary
system

Alc8e§ ()
005605050

Participatory
democracy
g:ddloCeom

88meqd

A system of government in which the ministers of
the executive branch are drawn from the
legislature and are accountable to parliament.
There is no clear-cut separation of powers
between the executive and legislative branches,
in contrast to presidential systems, but a clear
differentiation between the head of government
and the head of state. Alternatively, a system of
government in which the executive is composed
of a select group of members of Parliament, called
the cabinet, which is accountable to parliament.
The executive is dependent on direct or indirect
support of the legislative (often termed the
parliament), frequently expressed through a vote
of confidence. Also known as parliamentarism;
examples include the United Kingdom and India.
Participatory democracy strives to create
opportunities for all members of a political group
to make meaningful contributions to decision
making, and to broaden the range of people who

have access to such opportunities.
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Participatory
process

po3E:dlo€ addgod
§Eeom cvéesiod

Partisan

05305600

Partisan
organization

0053056000
32330000

Party agent
OloBosoobs

A participatory process or approach seeks to
engage all stakeholders in guiding and shaping
their own development.

Showing too much support for one person, group
or cause.

An organization that has an obvious and
predetermined viewpoint and agenda.

A political party agent works for a party at the
constituency level, organizing and supporting the
work of local party members and activists and
promoting the party and its local representatives.
Only the larger political parties employ full-time
paid agents; an official of a political party who
often acts as the representative of a candidate
and may be present during voting and the count.
Also known as proxy.
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Party Block Vote

Szogpeadiqdlode
328Cqosd

Peace process
Bosqéseq
c06csi0d

Peace settlement
BosqSseq
20600pR8qedag

Peacebuilding

Béeqbeqs
o0pbesmndges

A plurality/majority system using multi-member
districts in which voters cast a single party-centred
vote for their party of choice but do not choose
between candidates. The party with most votes
will win every seat in the electoral district.

Ceasefire negotiation, conflict resolution, peace
building and post-conflict reconstruction.

A treaty or ceasefire agreement.

Post-conflict interventions that go beyond crisis
management to include longer-term development,
building governance structures and institutions,
structural transformation and a primary focus on
institutional reform.
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Peacekeeping
operation

@&sﬂ&:eq:

oB§1o85igardes:

Plural society

00p3232000:

Pluralism

oupdls

A mechanism to assist conflict-ridden countries to
create the conditions for sustainable peace, which
may include monitoring and observing ceasefire
agreements; serving confidence-building
measures; protecting the delivery of humanitarian
assistance; assisting with the demobilization and
reintegration process; strengthening institutional
capacities in the judiciary, the rule of law, policing
and human electoral

rights; support; and

economic and social development.

A society in which two or more distinct cultural,
religious or social groups coexist.

A system or philosophy, which in the name of
respect for diversity, acknowledges the existence
of different political opinions, moral and religious
beliefs, and cultural and social behaviour.
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Pluralistic values

00poE3sgp:

Plurality
qpeed:oqacs

Plurality of votes

soqp:o@:bq%@&

Plurality/Majority
Systems

oo?/saqp:o?o§6qp:

These are values based on diverse religious and/
or political beliefs and views of the world.

More votes than each of the other candidates but
not more than half the total vote.

The result of an election in which a candidate or
a political party receives more votes than his or
her opponents but less than 50 per cent of all the
votes cast.

A system based on the principle that a candidate
or party with a plurality of votes (i.e. more than
any other) or a majority of votes (i.e. more than
half plus one, an absolute majority) is declared
the winner. Such a system may use single-member
districts, such as First Past The Post, Alternative
Vote or a Two-Round System, or multi-member
districts, such as the Block Vote or Party Block
Vote.
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Plurinational
identities
%86030:

20qOgpP:g§ (g

Plurinational state
%Séow:oog]quzga
%poao%&é

Political
accountability

§Céaepmng

005dg

Political
accountability cycle
§E¢aeparqgCaats

[da$orobéae:
0053E:

An individual has plural national identities when
he or she belongs to, or self-affiliates with, more
than one nation. For example, Scots have plural
national identities—Scottish and British.

It is a state in which the population consists of
two or more nationalities—a multinational state. In
prescriptive terms, a state that respects and
encourages the sociocultural diversity of the
population is considered to be a plurinational
state.

The level of accountability of the government,
civil servants and politicians to the public and to
legislative bodies.

The regular mechanisms used to make the

government, civil servants and politicians

accountable to the public and to legislative bodies.
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Political bargaining
§Céaqpmrc0iz0r

Political
contribution

§E¢eeg

3600005320

Political culture

§E&aepuodeope

Political equality
§C&aepmg
o§:opq

Political negotiation or agreement.

A donation of money or services provided by an
individual or group or legal entity to the electoral
campaign fund of a candidate or a political party.

The traditional orientation of the citizens of a
nation towards politics, affecting their perceptions
of political legitimacy. The attitudes, beliefs and
expectations that constitute particular orientations
to society in general and politics in particular. The
specifically political orientations or attitudes to
the political system and its various parts.

All citizens have equal authority to vote on any
issue or law or in an election.
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Political finance
(S]USJ_)C(‘Q’I_T)GG]S

Clecploplelth Y1)

Political freedom

§E&aqpagod0dgt

Political
liberalization
§Ccaey
elgeagpeodst:
Political
participation

8E¢eepopt
dlo€eol3e

Political rights
8E¢aeg
329CaeqEYP:

How political parties are funded between elections
and during campaigns.

See civil liberties (p. 22) and individual rights
(p. 86).

Any reform, such as the relaxation of press
censorship, which expands the space for
participation in the public sphere or enhances the

individual freedom enjoyed by a citizen.

The exercise by the people of their political rights.

The right to participate in public life. The right to
stand for election, to campaign, to vote and to be
elected as well as essential additional rights, such
as freedom of expression, freedom of movement
and the right to associate with others.
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Polling areas

SeuqSesep

Polling booth

soglgod:

Polling centre

~N o
8l

Polling district
Seog50d

Polling official
Qg

Administrative units where all voters within a
circumscribed geographic territory are assigned
to the same polling place. Also known as voting
areas, districts or election precincts.

A polling place or part of a polling place determined
by a presiding officer to be a polling booth in
accordance with the electoral law.

The official premises where voters from a
particular division cast their votes; a polling centre
may contain a number of polling stations.

Administrative unit where all voters within a
circumscribed geographic territory are assigned
to the same polling place. Also known as voting
areas, polling areas or election precincts.

A person who works at a polling station [and/or
count] on election day. Also known as a poll
clerk.
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Polling period
Seus§§omao

Polling place

%

Polling site

34
Polling station
34

Popular
participation

Rop0

dlo€oc500dgEs

The period for polling specified in the writ of
election, which includes any extension to that
period granted pursuant to the election law

A place appointed pursuant to an electoral law as
a place where a poll shall be taken in a polling
division or area, and may include one or more
polling booths. See also polling station’ (p. 119).

The venue in which the voters in a polling division
can cast their vote. See also ‘polling station’
(p. 119) and ‘polling place’ (p. 119).

Premises secured for taking the vote of electors on
polling day and to which the whole or a portion of
the register of electors for a division/area is allotted.

The involvement and empowerment of those
potentially affected by or interested in a decision
or decision making processes.
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Popular vote

oSSl &

Positive
discrimination
$2§663qe0m
FOOGPiz:
3200:309¢ 066
coseaqPlgcs

Power

c063EgEamam

The total number of votes cast; a vote in which
the entire adult population of eligible citizens can
participate.

Refers to the idea that marginalized social groups
should be provided special privileges and
opportunities to compensate them for past
injustices as measures of retribution.

The right, ability or authority to perform an act. It
also refers to legal capacity to do something: for
example, legislative power means power to make
laws.
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Power-sharing
snam3eofgt:

This term is used to describe a system of
governance in which all or some groups of society,
usually defined along territorial, ethnic, racial,
linguistic or religious lines, are guaranteed a
permanent share of power. Power-sharing

arrangements include guaranteed political
representation in public institutions, protection of
minority rights or group rights, federalism or
consociationalism. It also implies sharing of power
by various political parties in a parliamentary
system. In federal structures, horizontal power-
sharing refers to division of power between
different components of a federal system while
vertical power-sharing is the division of power

between different levels of government.
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Preamble

835:

Preferential
distribution

Sonscusgeogls

Preferential voting
system

$62005¢p 320002
GOs 5608@88®§6

The preamble is the introductory part of the
constitution that normally sets out some, or all, of
the following: the history of the constitution, the
values and aspirations of the people, the nature
of the state and the authority under which the
constitution is made. The preamble is still one of
the oldest and most common ways of incorporating
values and may also hold great symbolic
significance.

A system used in alternative vote and single non
transferable vote systems in which votes counted
are used to redistribute the second preferences of
electors to establish a winner.

Electoral systems in which voters rank parties or
candidates on the ballot paper in order of
preference. The Alternative Vote, the Borda
Count, the Single Transferable Vote and the
Supplementary Vote are all examples of

preferential voting systems.
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Prescribed
Eg>$:ooo:oan

Prescribed by law
POG3M

[gep§econzeomn

Promulgate
00E3mam

200566p05G02000

Proportional
electoral system

0703607
05

Proportional
Representation
oy
oB300en0005
egeeood[gt:

Something that is formally laid down in regulations
or guidelines made under the provisions of the
electoral law.

’

Authoritatively required: ‘prescribed by law

means law requires that it be done.

Put a law into effect by a formal proclamation.

A family of electoral systems based on the
principle that the proportion of seats won by a
party should correspond to its share of the overall
votes.

A group of electoral systems based on the principle
that the proportion of seats which a political party
gains in an elected body should correspond as closely
as possible to the percentage of the vote received by
that party. All proportional electoral systems require
the use of multi-member districts. There are two
major types of proportional representation (PR)

system: List PR systems and Single Transferable Vote.
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Protection of
minorities

9$5:9qpi07
0000805@8:

Province/provincial

[ge5ecS/
o3&:e300(03:

Provincial equality

[ge5505/
o3&sez0[0Yqpeel
o2$:0p0841

Involves constitutional and statutory principles
for guaranteeing fundamental freedoms of
minority groups. It also involves the representation
of linguistic, cultural or other minorities in the
various levels of governance, the meaning of
protection of minorities also extends to ensuring
constitutional measures of self-governance to
minority groups.

A term to describe a territorial constituent unit
within a federation.

The term is used in the context of symmetric
federalism to point to the equal status of
constituent units in federations. In economics the
term refers to the ideal of a federal system
seeking to equalize standards in all provinces
through measures of equalization payments.
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Provision

[Bgo§eqi05

Qualified majority

2qP:pd 05603
200500558

Quick count results

2[4fogogqean
qm&,tp:

Quorum
s’aq?,éssx?s
(\‘ﬁsgf)wé@:eq

A stipulation or qualification, especially a clause in
a document or agreement: ‘the provisions of this
constitution’; ‘the provision of services'.

A requirement for a specific majority, demanding
that for a proposal to be passed, it must receive a
proportion of the vote in excess of a majority (that
is 50 per cent plus one); for example, two-thirds or
three-quarters.

Results obtained through a quick count process,
which is used if the collation of the full results is
likely to take a lengthy period.

The minimum level of support required for a vote
of the electorate to pass a proposal. Alternatively,
the minimum number of members of an
organization (e.g. parliament) needed to conduct
business.
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Quota

§oo§:

Quota
(parliamentary)

§006s (0godeod)

Race
Q

w9l

Ratification

p063006903
:00p5(g[g8:

The number of votes needed by a candidate or
political party to be elected; a system whereby a
number or proportion of seats, or a number of
places for candidates on an electoral list, are
reserved in advance for specific groups such as
women or ethnic minorities.

An assigned share, for example of parliamentary
seats, assigned to a specific group of people
(ethnic group, women, religious group, linguistic
group, etc.).

A category of people distinguished from others on
the basis of visible characteristics (e.g. skin colour
or hair type) or self-identification.

Making something valid by formally approving or
confirming it: ‘a referendum may ratify a

constitution’; *Parliament may ratify a treaty’.
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Reapportionment
Seogsudygp:

(9§05
2005005[g¢E:

Redistribution
6@0§.§05qp:

[g§eoed
2005005[GE:

Redistricting
Seogsudelglgseot
oaorS(forSE&

Recall

omofgffaopd
Qo5BE{E:

The periodic redrawing of the geographic
boundaries of electoral districts from which
legislative representatives are elected. A primary
purpose of early census enumeration.

The
boundaries to reflect population changes. See

periodic adjustment of constituency

also ‘boundary delimitation’ (p. 18).

The
boundaries to reflect population changes. See

periodic adjustment of constituency

also ‘boundary delimitation’ (p. 18).

A direct democracy instrument that allows a
specified number of citizens to demand a vote of
the electorate on whether an elected holder of
public office should be removed from that office
before the end of his or her term of office.
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Reconciliation
qSopicoes; (33)
[96c0pSo0llyodfets

Recount

Sqps
ooSéqugoS@&

Referendum
[ge5egroy05
90gd0pQ

Refugee

00005

Re-establishing cordial relations.

A second or subsequent count in an election.

A direct democracy instrument consisting of a
vote of the electorate on an issue of public policy
such as a constitutional amendment or a bill. A
referendum may be either mandatory or optional.
The consequences of the vote may be either
binding or consultative.

A person who migrates from his or her home and
country as a result of being directly affected by
political, social or cultural

religious, ethnic,

conflicts.
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Region
G320

Registration

?OS(:JCDS@&

Religion
spplevaleniant

Representation

BSooffae:

Representative
democracy

oPudondyB3aneed

An area having some characteristics that
distinguish it from other areas. It can also be used
to denote territorial, administrative or political
boundaries of constituent units of a federation.

The process of registering the names of eligible
voters and other relevant information in a register
of electors or on a list of electors.

Belief in and reverence for a supernatural power
or powers regarded as creator and governor of
the universe; a particular system of faith and
worship based in religious belief.

Acting on behalf of another (e.g. Ilegal
representation): ‘the function of a member of
Parliament is the representation of his

constituency’.

A system of government where the legislative and
executive bodies are filled, directly or indirectly,
through a process of regular elections.
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Representative
governement

apSenfgeadiq

Republic
20gon8ES

Reserved powers
CRaRo0D O3ERiRE
oo pdEet/

Gmmqu

Reserved seats
aS:oa%ooSooo:Gom

F00IGSEPYP:

Government through a periodically elected body of
representatives who are provided by the electorate
with the authority to govern on their behalf.

A state in which power is held by the people and
their elected representatives and which has an
elected president as head of state rather than a
monarch.

Reserved powers are the powers that are neither
delegated to the federal government nor prohibited
from being assigned to the constituent units. They
are reserved to the people, or to the constituent
units. The reserved powers under the Tenth
Amendment to the US constitution are an example.

Seats in a parliament or national assembly which
are set aside for stipulated reasons for a group or
category of persons, based on religion, ethnicity,
gender, language or external registration, for the
purposes of registration and or representation.
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Resident

socfoge 08 apqp:

Residual powers

:[pCsm0q$

:-raonnoqp:

Resolution
e@:@oﬁqp%/
elgqCeqied

Responsiveness
:2qCanlgs

DGGEOY
6e0nCgnd8Ey

A person who lives legally in a country on a long-
term basis.

Those unidentified powers that are left by a
federal constitution either implicitly or explicitly to
a particular order of government in contrast to
explicitly assigned enumerated powers. In the
United States such powers are reserved to the
people or to the state.

A formal decision made by a body like parliament;
determining a matter of dispute: ‘resolution of a
dispute’.

The ability and readiness of a government to
respond rapidly to societal changes, to take into
account the expectations of civil society in
identifying the general public interest and to
critically examine its actions and policies.
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Results

qeodqgps

Revenue sharing

oCegleoadg[gts

Rule of law

ooepzpoesd:dqcs

Ruling party
FnamNedlod

The number of votes cast for or allocated to each
candidate, and the identity of the winning
candidate or candidates.

Arrangements for sharing revenue between
orders of government, usually from the federal
government to its constituent units according to

an established formula or practice.

It is a doctrine that holds that no individual is above
the law and everyone regardless of their social
status is equal before law. It is a condition in which
every member of society including its ruler accepts
the authority of the law. This carries the implication
that this applies equally to all levels of government.

The political party that currently forms the
government in a country.
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Secular state
Sppissplcit

05§006008EEE0D

Secularism
aplevplelos
eécﬁeoaoo']s

Self-determination

po508lgehigt

A secular state is a state or a country that is
officially neutral in matters of religion, neither
supporting nor opposing any particular religious
system. This belief of keeping state affairs free
from religion arises out of ideology of secularism.

An ideology according to which religion or religious
beliefs should be excluded from certain human
activities and decisions, especially those pertaining
to public and political affairs.

In modern international law, a collective ‘people’s
right’ to govern their affairs. This may not equate to
a right to nationhood, but at a minimum ensures the
right of a people to preserve its language and
heritage. The United Nation’s Charter and Convention
169 of the International Labour Organization
elaborate on the conditions under which a people
may have some politically autonomous rights where
its rights would otherwise be restricted.
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Self-government

03059 =09 5eq

Semi-competitive
elections
oo&%&oo@ooao

pEgédeon
eg:eomorsg

Semi-direct
democracy
B35 o888:
oo 88meqd

The ability of peoples to govern themselves
according to their values, cultures and traditions.
In its wider sense, this also refers to institutions
of local government in a federal or unitary system.

Elections in which only some of the requirements
for competitive elections are present.

A system of representative democracy in which
use of plebiscite is sometimes made to legitimize
decisions.
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Separation of
powers

ceplapatalclets ISk ek

on§0005000gEs

Shared revenues

0Ceg3e0g0s0

Refers to the allocation of powers amongst the
branches of a government (whether federal or
constituent unit). In the United States of America
and Latin American federations, the term
‘separation of powers’ applies to the separation in
the federal government between the Presidency,
Supreme Court and Congress. It relates to the
concept of checks and balances. The separation
of powers is a constitutional principle designed to
ensure that the functions, personnel and powers
of the major institutions of the state are not
concentrated in any one body, that is, either the

executive, the legislature or the judiciary.

Revenues that are shared between two or more
orders of government. Typically the federal
government collects shared revenues. Constituent
units normally receive their portion without
conditions regarding their use.
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Simple majority

§0% 32000565Q

Single Non
Transferable Vote

Sce|pedgts
o[g§€eomosd

Single Transferable
Vote

5(}\36@)8:
60:8E@000050

A voting requirement that more ballots must be
cast for a proposition than for any other option
(plurality); or a voting requirement that a proposal
or candidate must receive more than 50 per cent
of all ballots cast (majority).

An electoral system in which voters cast a single
candidate-centred vote for one candidate in a
multi-member district and the candidates with the
highest vote totals are declared elected.

A preferential candidate-centred proportional
representation system used in multi-member
districts. Candidates that surpass a specified
quota of first preference votes are declared
elected. In successive counts, votes are
redistributed from least successful candidates,
who are eliminated, and votes surplus to the
quota are redistributed from successful candidates

until sufficient candidates are declared elected.
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Single-member
constituency/
district
3050200000008
0052000 GgEg|ed
g&eoon Ss0gs0d

Social contract

pgo€pap

Society
3233000

An electoral district from which only one member
is elected to a legislature or elected body. See also
‘multi-member district’ (p. 100).

The notion that the people vest sovereignty in a
government in order to obtain or maintain social
order through the rule of law. An agreement by
the governed on a set of rules by which they are
state authority and

governed, legitimate

government by consent.

The totality of social relationships among humans;
a group of humans broadly distinguished from
other groups by mutual interests, participation in
characteristic relationships, shared institutions
and a common culture.
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Soft power

a38egdldl

Sovereignty
saqjl&sg@)smm

Special
autonomous area

RpESSSErinIney

SQqPSGSOD

A phrase coined by Joseph Nye for the ability to
persuade or co-opt other actors to ‘want what
you want’.

The principle that the state exercises absolute
power over its territory and population. It also
includes the freedom of a state to determine its
foreign relations with other states and be a
member of international organizations.

Special arrangement for an ethnic minority
community’s  self-administration ~ within  the
constituent unit of a federation so that the
community has some measure of self-government
in relation to its culture, language, custom and
traditions.
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A political association with sovereign control over
a geographic area. It may be a nation state, or a
multinational state. A state usually includes the
set of institutions that claim the authority to make
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State of emergency
:26qpe0l
269326

Statement of the
vote
3206432030503
©05000800256:000

oogod

Sub-constitutional
oaom$eoos

A governmental declaration that suspends certain
normal functions of government, implements
emergency preparedness plans and can be used
to suspend civil liberties, usually at a time of
natural disaster, civil disorder or war. Situation
officially declared in a country due to certain
conditions whereby certain extra powers are
given to the executive.

A form on which results are written. The counting
official completes this form for each ballot box
counted at the counting centre. This form
indicates the election results and should include
standard information, such as the name of the
electoral district, the name and/or number of the
voting station and the election date. Also known
as a results slip or results form.

Rules and institutional arrangements that may
have the force of law but of ordinary (legislative
acts) rather than constitutional law.
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Subnational unit

[gp505/08:

Subsidiarity
38690235083
5591088

Subsidiary or
Subordinate
Electoral
Management Body
GeSooob
GEEEOMOOY

8005 39933,

Suffrage
Seosgt

Another term for state or region.

The principle that powers should be exercised at
the lowest level of government at which they can
efficiently be exercised. Some countries adopt this
principle through devolution of power.

An election management body that is not the
primary or principal entity responsible for the
organization of elections within a given country.

The right to vote.
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Supranational
institution

§E&dm3z0000:

Territorial
autonomy

$5e(5088:

Territorial
federalism

$0Selgo? acfgy|
Gom [gpdecontedis

Territory
$oSelg

An organization created by treaty by a number of
countries in which power is held by appointed
officials or by representatives elected by the
legislatures or citizens of the member states, and
which may take decisions that are binding on the
member states, e.g. the European Union, the
Southern African Development Committee, and
the Organization of American States.

A measure of self-government for the people
living in a territorial unit within the larger state.

The conventional division of the federal system
into geographically defined constituent units
rather than linguistic, cultural, ethnic, occupational
or other bases of identity.

The geographical area under the jurisdiction of a

sovereign state; a region marked off for
administrative or other purposes; also refers to he

area of constituent units in territorial federalism.
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Threshold
328690:6000059g

Traditional justice
Seep3rodsacn
ooep:Be gt

Transition

agopse[plag

Transition to
democracy
88eqdad
op:a&egs:

The minimum level of support which a party needs
in order to gain representation in a legislature. The
threshold is often set out in the Constitution or the
electoral law as a percentage of the valid votes cast.

Non-judicial restorative justice programmes,
practiced primarily in post-conflict societies, based

on traditional beliefs and folklore.

The process or period of changing from one state
or condition to another (‘transitional provisions’ in
a constitution cover the move from one constitution
to another).

The movement from dictatorship, totalitarianism
or civil conflict to pluralistic democracy.
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Transitional
government

celonteloptic oleH

o084/

lopilgodeedq

Transitional justice
crlopterle B pletoode!
eplyst el

Transparency

@CcuCsgEamg

A government in office, usually after major
political change in a country, for a temporary
period until a duly elected government assumes
the office after adopting a new constitution.

Justice adapted to societies transforming
themselves after a period of pervasive human
rights abuse that seeks recognition for victims
and to possibilities  for

promote peace,

reconciliation and democracy.

The state or quality of being transparent; in

constitutions usually used of government
processes being open to public scrutiny. Openness,
communication and accountability. Transparent
procedures include open meetings, full financial
disclosure, freedom of information legislation and

published audits.

§CE0EERE  8Eeqpmnq  [PBrenieomnmac|pEizacd
[g6e0l §§ 03¢ & 0pb:d36[gdpuesm2008 [gbeil ool ey
6005008605 938:q000q0 ©onndelmgEad uned
0000809660 IPzq)!

op.aglaeqesacdyqp: aqebandlgiighigbgaioop
omcom  88meqdoiqbieqes  [gScopdontlgodesg
[g0edangsss oomeomElydaon 8030000¢p30:3293
326009[gj0q$ [3or2c[gEs 020pd0p 353 320p5:5E 3207
a805dle[gpEacdomnangd goeSmSar

gCooCiglomfesconmafges () 3B §esseon
326p5326:03:000601 3qPegpdop 3§odes0:8E 053203
9CgCaoticnts quejStas =a8:qe 32908s0Ee800Egmd
Gqp:0d  32e[gdpoesypiogl  copdagtieagadeny§oopd
gCauCsgigIeoe005930505E oS upgIgtaatgEanean
066008 qiodgPioge gEautimnopbiencoigyp: ooaGe;
5Ca3Eeomaesdlggodgpa cocdeondndeom ogtiodonts
qpesC  ooepspoeglySig  2000Cimagd  Facodgp:
00506 B:008:8E[gCsqpsdloCanpdi



English-Myanmar Glossary of Democratic Terms | 145

Two-Round System
(TRS)

sbeloplaé
GgEEOI05GIN

050

Unconstitutional
§oéz<§eooa§§
Gogcséeoao

Union
009(3

Unitary State
odlgpSecontsts

A plurality/majority electoral system in which a
second election is held if no candidate achieves a
given level of votes, most commonly an absolute
majority (50 per cent plus one), in the first round.

Contrary to the provisions of the constitution.

The term is used to describe the association of
nation states such as the European Union; it also
refers to unitary governments, such as the United
Kingdom, and to federations, such as the Union of
India. Thus, the term can refer to a federation as
a whole, or to the national order of governance;
in the case of India, Union is the official term for
the federation and its central government.

A country with administrative components that do
not have the status or attributes of autonomous
states or provinces and that is not regarded as a
federation of states or provinces.
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Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights
0pC0gY
p329C36e
52 S lapleatit

In 1948, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
as a bulwark against oppression and discrimination.
In the wake of a devastating world war, which had
witnessed some of the most barbarous crimes in
human history, the Universal Declaration marked
the first time that the rights and freedoms of
individuals were set forth in such detail. It also
represented the first international recognition that
human rights and fundamental freedoms are
applicable to every person, everywhere. In this
sense, the Universal Declaration was a landmark
achievement in world history. Today, it continues to
affect people’s lives and inspire human rights
activism and legislation all over the world. The
Universal Declaration is remarkable in two
fundamental aspects. In 1948, the then 58 Member
States of the United Nations represented a range
of ideologies, political systems and religious and
cultural backgrounds, as well as different stages of
economic development. The authors of the
Declaration, themselves from different regions of
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the world, sought to ensure that the draft text
would reflect these different cultural traditions and
incorporate common values inherent in the world’s

and and
Most the
Universal Declaration was to be a common

principal legal systems religious

philosophical traditions. important,
statement of mutual aspirations-a shared vision of
a more equitable and just world. The success of
their endeavour is demonstrated by the virtually
universal acceptance of the Declaration. Today, the
Universal Declaration, translated into nearly 250
national and local languages, is the best known
and most cited human rights document in the
world. The foundation of international human
rights law, the Universal Declaration serves as a
model for numerous international treaties and
declarations and is incorporated in the constitutions
and laws of many countries. (Myanmar voted for
the Universal declaration of human rights on 10
December 1948 in the United Nations.)
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Universal human
rights

2[gE:d
cp32gCaeeqp:E

Universal suffrage

H[p:a0c0:g¢

Upper House
2000503056005

Valid ballot
8€c0s

The rights set out in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. See also ‘*human rights’ (p. 82).

The right of all eligible voters to participate in an
electoral process without discrimination based on
gender, property rights, ethnicity, residence, race,
and so on.

One of two chambers in a bicameral legislature,
which often contains either the representatives of
regions or federal states or acts as a chamber of
review. The less powerful chamber when the
powers of the two chambers are unequal.

A ballot that is not spoiled, unmarked or invalid, is
completed correctly in terms of legal requirements
(if applicable) and shows the intention of the
voter. A valid ballot may be open to interpretation
but still provides a satisfactory indication of the
voter’s choice.
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Valid vote

$Eadeome0gd

Validity check

cPleprel TS B %ep
so§0d[gCs

Verification
c08:00
320000[g[gE:

Verification of
results
GgEEOMN0OG
O
so§:00[gt:

Veto
80§mm

A vote cast in an election, marked according to
the rules. Also known as a formal vote.

The scrutiny of a submission by a public authority
for conformity with procedures and regulations.

The declaration of acceptance by the proper
authority that a submission contains at least the
required number of valid signatures and complies
with the law, regulations and procedural rules.

A process by which a competent authority
examines the election records and counts the
votes, if necessary, to validate or otherwise the
results obtained by the election officials.

Valid power that one can exercise to block a
decision (e.g. the power that a head of state has
to reject a bill passed by the legislature).
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Voter awareness
?900@98
SQOSO&DGOSE&

Voter education
6@0@518
o&poochBc%

Voter information
Seogqapiap.,
Ggreocgetep
200083905

F000560feE:

Voter mobilization
6@@5186@0:03%8

0p0xg[aCs

Voting hours

5003;’%

Governments inform citizens about political issues
in ways that improve citizen participation in
government.

A process by which eligible persons and registered
voters are made aware of the particulars and
procedures for registration as a voter, and for
voting.

The process of giving relevant factual information
about an election process in a timely manner.
When done during the preparatory stages of an
election, particularly a General Election, it
increases transparency and generates confidence

in the electoral system.

The process of encouraging the electorate to vote
in an election or referendum.

The hours set down in the electoral law during
which polling stations must remain open for
voters during an election or referendum.
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Women's rights
Q Q
F§poodizogancey

Women'’s human
rights
:§z008:0361
cp3agance

Women'’s issues
3§z008

FGEEOAQY:

Commonly associated with, although not limited
to: women'’s suffrage, the right to bodily integrity
and autonomy, to hold public office, to work, to
equal pay with men for work of equal value, to
own property, to education, to serve in the armed
forces and to enter into legal contracts as well as
marital, parental and religious rights.

Women are guaranteed equal treatment and
freedom from discrimination in the human rights
treaties, and women’s human rights are the
subject of a specific treaty, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, as well as of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action.

Issues such as reproductive rights, domestic
violence, maternity leave, equal pay, voting rights,
sexual harassment and sexual violence.
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Women'’s
movement
3;8?][::138:39061:

Ro5pq

Women’s quotas
§r008sqps

F09055000:

Women'’s
representation
:§r008sgpiei

oRedomapodlyg

A series of campaigns on issues such as
reproductive rights, domestic violence, maternity
leave, equal pay, voting rights, sexual harassment
and sexual violence. The goals of the movement
vary from country to country, including opposition
to female genital cutting in Sudan or to the glass
ceiling in Western countries.

See quota (p. 126), see reserved seats (p. 130)
and legislated quota (p. 89).

The number or proportion of women in politics, in
positions of authority or serving in a political
institution.
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Women'’s under-

representation
3§08
opadedyg
spdiogdegls

Xenophobia
§E&[gnroons (d)
p88:0d of:0Bs
elopodg.g

Zipper
adosd

Zipper quota
@ddlosd

The proportion of women working at senior levels
in a given profession or elected to a given
institution compared to the proportion of women
graduates in a society; the representation of
women in a given profession or area of activity in
comparison to the proportion of women of
working age in that country.

An unreasonable fear or hatred of foreigners or
strangers or of that which is foreign or strange.

A quota that requires every other candidate on a
party list to be a woman. Also known as a zebra
system.

See zipper system (p. 154).
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§E&eepilaBod9e  egreomodgapt  doupdgCepd
o30Senspudermncimng ot sagjraodisCandjpooiaan:
006005081 32000031000593E:6000501

Zipper system A system whereby women and men candidates
@bosd alternate on a party’s candidate list.
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