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Standard Operating Practices for Women's Effective Polit

cal Participation

Democratic transitions present new and unprecedented opportunities to strengthen women's leadership,
empowerment and rights. Around the world, as countries transition to democracy, women have asserted their demands
for political freedom, for participation, representation, and accountability.

As universal as these goals are, they remain elusive for many women as well as other social groups, such as youth and
minorities. Progress has been too slow in increasing numbers of women in representative office - they still average just
one in five parliamentarians and are also poorly represented in local decision-making bodies, whether as mayors or
local council members. Political institutions - from political parties to electoral commissions -- often lack capacity to
ensure that women's interests are articulated and addressed in public policy. Accountability institutions are not
consistent in ensuring that power-holders answer to women for failures to protect women's rights or respond to their
needs. When women and their interests are marginalized, the sustainability and benefits of democracies are also

threatened.

In view of the considerable contributions that women make to democracy building, UN Women has outlined a set of
core standard practices that will contribute to expanding women's capacities to advance their interests, and build
public accountability for women's rights. As ‘standard operating practices’ for democracy assistance and governance
reform, they will ensure that women participate in all political processes, that their rights and needs are substantively

represented, and that those in power can answer to women.

If o democracy neglects women's participation, if it ignores women’s voices, if it shirks

accountability for women's rights, it is a demoecrocy for only half its citizens.

Make elections free and fair for women. Promobe
temporary special measures such as quotas, waivers of
nomination fees, access to public media, access to public
resources, sanctions on non-complying political parties,
to increase women's participation as both elected and
appointed decision-makers in public institutions. Take
miasures to address the factors [violence against
women, lack of childcare, gender-biased media
reporting, non-transparent political party practices,
lack of campaign financing. lack of identity cards)
preventing wemen from participating in polities.

Support women’s civil society organizations to
advance women's interests. Provide assistance to
develop collective policy agendas for instance through
Women's Charters or by holding National Conventions
of Women at least a year prior to national elections.
women share priorities that cut across any differences
they may have - these shared priorities may be about
their right to hold office or their access to improved
health care and child care. It is important for women to
coordinate, create coalitions, work together and ensure
commaon messages during times of change.

Build accountability for women's rights in public
Institutions.  Ensure constitutional revision processes
consider the impact of the design of political, judicial and other
public institutions on women's participation and exercise of
their social, political and economic rights. Constitutional
revisions should ensure harmonization with international
standards on women's rights. Promote accountability
mechanisms and gowernance reforms that address women's
needs such as gender responsive service delivery, access to
justice, budgeting and access to information. Ensure

hility pr are in place through which public
authoritles answer for their performance on national
commitments on gender equality and women's rights,

Support women political leaders to expand their
influence. This entails support for mechanisms such as
women's parllamentary caucuses or women's networks
within civil service institutions, It also entails creating
governmental mechanisms, such as National Women's
Machineries, that have the mandate, capacities and position
in government to be an effective policy advoecate for women's
interests on a regular basis.
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