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The Global State of
Democracy 2022: Our Main
Findings



What is
democracy?

At International IDEA, we
think of democracy as:

« Popular control over
public decision-making

« Equality between
citizens in the exercise
of that control

+ Freedom of Expression
+ Freedom of Association
and Assembly
+ Freedom of Religion
+ Freedom of Movement
+ Personal Integrity
and Security
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Democracy is in retreat around the world

Net movements towards and away from democracy
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Source: International IDEA, The Global State of Democracy Indices v. 6.1, 2022,
<https://www idea.int/gsod-indices/>




Democracy is in retreat around the world

Net movements towards and away from democracy
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The quality of existing democracies is in decline

Democratic erosion over time
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Backsliding is at its peak

Trends over the past 5 years in backsliding countries
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Democratic growth has also stalled
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At the same time, public support for authoritarian '

values is growing

Public opinion on autocratic leadership
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Percentage of non-democracies

This is worrying, especially given a deepening of
authoritarian tendencies in non-democratic states.

Percentage of non-democracies over time
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Signs of hope: The Gambia, The Dominican Republic and Moldova

Gambia
2016 to 2021
Clean
Local Elections Inclusive
Democracy 1 Suffrage
Electoral Free
Participation Political
Parties
Civil
Society Elected
Participation Government
EPr'edlclable Access to
nforcement Justice
Absence of Civil
Corruption Liberties
Media Social
Integrity Rights and
Equality

Judicial Effective

Independence Parliament

] 2016 [ 2021

Dominican Republic

2016 to 2021
Clean
Local Eiotions Inclusive
Democracy 1 Suffrage
Electoral 08 Free
Participation Political
Parties
Civil
Society Elected
Participation Gpvernment

Predictable
Enforcement

Absence of
s

P

Media
Integrity

Access to
Justice
Civil
Liberties
Social
Rights and
Equality

Judicial Effective
Independence Parliament
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Redesigning social contracts can 3

help realize democratic innovation. Read the GSoD

THIS INCLUDES: 2022 Report

New constitutions Spaces for meaningful Regional input integrated
youth participation into national and local
laws and policies

Stronger and updated
Electoral integrity protection of freedom Participatory mechanisms
guarantees of expression that channel public demands
into new laws and policies




The way forward

International actors should re-

Electoral commit to supporting electoral
Integrity | integrity, whichiis the bedrock of

democracy.
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The way forward

Prioritize accountability and
transparency for renewed
social contracts.

Prioritize the implementation
Trust and enforcement of strategies
and policies that

reduce corruption and rebuild
public trust.

Protect the freedom of
expression, including in online

spaces. "




The way forward

Inclusion

Youth
Participation

Addressing inequality requires
placing marginalized groups'
needs front and center

Youth require meaningful
participation in the development
of policies that impact them
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The GSoD Platform

GSoD Democracy
Reports Notes

» 173 country profilepages  « Annuallyupdated quantitative + Annual GSoDreports ~ * Blog with the most current

scores on 116 indicators of analysis of democracy and
« Basicfactsand humanrights democracy « InFocusreports humanrights events around
treaty compliance theworld
* Interactivetoolto seeand
« Monthly updates on democracy engage with the data per « Explainers: Longer pieces
and human rights developments country, region and thatdive deepintoa
attribute/subattribute particularissue

« Early warningtool
- Rawdata '



Context-
setting
country briefs

Monthly

qualitative
updates
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A holistic view of the world

Monthly updates

The Monthly updates highlight any democracy or human rights related development
that has the potential to change the status quo of that country
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International IDEA’s (BETA) Democracy Tracker Early
Warning System (DTEWS)

Early Warning System

The early warning tool shows a
country’s risk for backsliding or
breakdown.

o HIGH RISK OF DEMOCRATIC BACKSLIDING

o MEDIUM RISK OF DEMOCRATIC BREAKDOWN

Africa -

Americas -

Asia and the Pacific -

Europe -

Western Asia -

2016

2018

2020

2022

%



® Home|TheG tate of Dem X +
& Cc 8 https://gsod2.poetfarmer.com
IDEA Bookmarks 4 EJ1 b meth
Our newest report on the Global State of Democracy isout! RGO

()
o2e Global State of - e 2
e3® De ocracy Initiative Country profiles v Data Archive About the GSoD Initiative

Democracy Tracker

The Democracy Tracker provides comprehensive qualitative data on the state of democracy in 173 countries. The tool tracks
events around the world and every month reports developments that signal changes in country performance across the Global
State of Democracy’s five democracy attributes. Click on the country hexagons below to find the most recently reported

h developments or explore regional and global performance trends using the interactive map at the bottom of the page.

About the Global State of Democracy Initiative

Critical Developments This Month
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