LEGAL CHALLENGES TO ELECTION
TECHNOLOGY
Case of the Philippines

AL A. PARRENO



EARLY CHALLENGES

“To them, the automated election
system and the untested technology
Comelec has chosen and set In
motion are pregnant with risks and
could lead to a disastrous failure of
elections. Comelec, they allege,
would not be up to the challenge.
Cheating on a massive scale, but this
time facilitated by a machine, is
perceived to be a real possibility.”




HAS A HUGE VOTING POPULATION

Registered voters 54,363,844
Voting Precincts 92,509
Voters Abroad 1,376,067
Number of Countries 64

Number of Islands 7,641




20 Plus Years of Automated Election
History

1995: Republic Act 8046 authorized pilot testing of a
Computerized Election System in some provinces.

1996: Computerized election system was pilot tested in some
provinces.

1997: Republic Act 8436 authorized the use of an Automated
Election System.

2007: RA 9369 amended RA 8436.

2008: Automated election system was conducted in some
provinces.

2010: Automated national election was conducted.



LEGAL CHALLENGES

Part 1: Legal Challenges to Automation

Part 2. Parameters of a Good Legal Framework
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CHALLENGES

“Petitioners seek to compel
the Commission on
Elections to have the vote-
counting machine issue
receipts once a person has
voted."

Gordon ask
S SC:
automation |5 e

print receipts for May polls

Published February 22,2016 12:24pm
Updated February 22, 2016 2:16pm

By MARK MERUERIAS, GMA News SN

Former Sen. Richard Gordon on Monday asked the Supreme Court to require the Commission on
Elections (Comelec) to activate the Voter Verification Paper Audit Trail (VWPAT) feature of the
voting-counting machines for the May elections to allow for a receipt to be printed after a voter
casts his vote.

In his 24-page petition for mandamus, Gordon, who is running for senator, insisted that the
Comelec should enforce Section 7(e) of Republic Act No. 9369 or the Automated Elections System
(AES) Law, which states that the VWPAT is one of the minimum system capabilities of the
automated election system and a major security feature of the automated voting machine.
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CHALLENGES
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PARAMETERS OF A GOOD LEGAL FRAMEWORK

“It Is policy of the State to ensure free, orderly,
honest, peaceful, credible and informed
elections...”

(Declaration of Policy, Automated Election Law)



PARAMETERS OF A GOOD LEGAL FRAMEWORK

CREDIBILITY e Credible elections

INTEGRITY e Honest elections

ILCONNZHENOE o Informed elections

T Peacgful and orderly
elections



CREDIBILITY

Creation of Advisory

Council composed of
representatives from

different sectors.




CREDIBILITY

Creation of an
iIndependent Technical
Evaluation Committee.




CREDIBILITY

Enumeration of the
Minimum Systems
Capabllities.



INTEGRITY

Enabling the Vote
Verification Feature.




INTEGRITY

Printing and distribution
of Election Returns.

Close voting

Printing report

Ballots cast: 12 Pracinct code: 11130001



TRANSPARENCY

Conduct of Random
Manual Audit.

Image adapted from 2016 COMELEC RMAT Handbook



TRANSPARENCY

Conduct of source code
review.



TRANSPARENCY

Encouraging
stakeholders
participation.
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THANK YOU.



