
AN INTRODUCTION TO ELMO: DATA 

COLLECTION FOR ELECTION OBSERVATION 

AND BEYOND



WHAT IS ELMO?

 ELMO is The Carter Center’s open-
source ELection MOnitoring data 
collection and reporting system, built 
specifically with election monitoring in 
mind. 

 As an open source tool, ELMO is also 
freely available for CSOs and other 
organizations to use for election 
observation
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OPEN SOURCE BENEFICIARIES



DATA TRANSMISSION



BEYOND ELECTION OBSERVATION

• Human rights monitoring

• Burundi

• Syria

• DRC

• Public surveys

• Ebola awareness in Liberia

• Monitoring and evaluation

• Carter Center Trachoma 

Program
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User/Team

Observation Time

1. Record your GPS location:

If using a tablet, press the button which says "Record Location" and wait

for the GPS coordinates to be recorded.

2. *  Geographic Area Designation:

3. *  Constituency:

4. *  Center ID:

5. *  Is the center in an urban or rural area?

6. *  Number of stations at the center:

If the center and the station are the same, please answer "1."

7. *  Were there obstacles or barriers on the way to the center that

could have inhibited general public access?

ANSWER ONLY IF Quest ion #7 is equal t o "Yes"

8. If 'yes', describe:

Describe the barriers to public access and to what extent it affected voter

franchise. Examples of barriers might include distance from villages or a

dysfunctional bridge.

9. *  Which, if any, of the following prohibited or disruptive

!
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ELMO for Election 

Readiness
• Do voters have ID cards?

• What was the turnout for polling station X/district 

Y?

• Does polling station X have the necessary 

materials?

• To what degree has intimidation affected district 

X?

• How many invalid ballots have been counted at 

polling station X?



ELMO for Election 

Readiness
• EMBs are interested in a lot of the same 

information that interests observers.

• Anticipation and readiness are key to good 

election risk management.

• Having good information on a variety of variables 

is key to election readiness.

• There is a great need for information to be 

delivered quickly, which grows as an election day 

draws closer.
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DEMO
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LEARN MORE

WEB: www.getelmo.org

EMAIL: 

info@getelmo.org

http://www.getelmo.org/

