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The
degree of autonomy that governmental

Administrative decentralization:

subunits possess relative to the central
government in running governmental affairs.
Forms of administrative decentralization
are,for example,de-concentration,delegation
and devolution.

decentralization: An
which  distributes

unequally or differently to different regional

Asymmetric
arrangement power

governments.
Concurrent powers: Powers that are shared
by national and sub-national governments
under a constitution. Where laws in an area
of concurrency conflict, the national law is
normally paramount.

The
authority

Decentralization: dispersal  of

governmental and  power
away from the national centre to other
institutions at other levels of government
or levels of administration, for example,
at regional, provincial or local levels.
Decentralization is thereby understood as a
territorial concept. The three core elements
administrative

of decentralization are

decentralization, political decentralization,
and fiscal decentralization.
the

central government disperses responsibility

De-concentration: Occurs when
for implementing a policy to its field
offices without transferring authority.

Delegation: A mechanism under which

the central government refers decision
making and administrative responsibilities
for various public functions to other levels
of government on a revocable basis. The
degree of supervision varies and might
include substantial central control, or
might fully allocate the administration and

implementation of policy to subunits.
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Depth of decentralization: A measure
of the comprehensiveness of the actual
powers that are transferred from the centre
to lower levels of government.

The

decentralization that involves the transfer

Devolution: strongest form  of
or shift of a portfolio of authority to
regional or local governments.
The
explicitly established in the constitution.
The

residual power; therefore it is not necessary

Enumerated powers: powers

governmental subunits have the

to specifically list the subunits powers.

Federal system: A system of government
made up of a federation of organizations or
states which maintain their own independent
powers but cede authority to a central
defined

areas. One level of government cannot

federal government in certain
unilaterally change the existing distribution
of powers or exclusive competences at
the sub-national level. Any alteration of
levels

authority between governmental

requires the consent of all affected levels.

Fiscal decentralization: The extent to
which governmental subunits are able to
undertake fiscal responsibilities, such as

revenue-raising and spending.

Integrated model: National courts and
lower courts are integrated in one system.
Courts have the power and the capacity
to deal with both subnational and national
law cases. Judges are authorized and
qualified to adjudicate two sets of law:
the national law and the respective sub-

national law.

Internationalization: Upward  transfer
of powers from the national level to an
international institution, for example, the

United Nations,the Internal Criminal Court.
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Personal federalism: A under
which

assigned not to a specific territory but

system

certain rights and powers are
to a group of people (communities) that
are often not territorially concentrated but

dispersed throughout the country.

Political decentralization: The degree to
which governmental subunits are able
to undertake the political functions of
governance such as representation.

Regional integration: The upward transfer
of powers from the national level to a
regional institution for example the European
Union (EU) or the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS).

Self-rule:  Sub-national levels  of
government obtain the authority to
regulate and/or implement certain issues
on their own.

Separated/dual model: Both the national
and the
their

level sub-national level each

have own court system (usually
three-tiered local courts, circuit courts of
appeal and Supreme Court). Lower courts
generally only apply the laws of their
respective states, whereas national law is

adjudicated by national courts.

Shared rule: Sub-national entities are
involved in national rule making.

The
assignment of authority and power to various
The

component of decentralization measures

Substantive  decentralization:

levels of government. substantive
how the formal structure is actually filled
with
referred to as functional decentralization).

substantive authorities (sometimes
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Unitary system: A system in which
one level of government can unilaterally
revoke the existing distribution of powers,
including exclusive competences at the
sub-national level.
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