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Absolute veto: A type of veto that blocks
a decision and cannot be overruled by
any other political actor.
The

non-political

Amnesty/pardon: excusing of

political  and criminal
offences against a government and the
removal of related penalties.
Bicamerallegislature:

A legislature composed of two chambers
or houses.

Candidate quotas: A mechanism, either
voluntary or set out in law,which requires
that a certain proportion of the candidates
standing in an election mustbe from a
specific group of people, such as an
ethnic group, gender, religious group or

linguistic group.

Checks andbalances: A system that
allows each branch of government
to exercise limited control over other

branches in order to ensure proper and
legal behaviour, as well as a balance of
political powers and dynamics.
Constitutionalreview

(alsojudicial review): The powers of a
court to decide upon the constitutionality
of the

of an act legislature or the

executive branch and invalidate the

act if it is determined to be contrary to

constitutional provisions or principles.
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The
authority

Decentralization: dispersal  of

governmental and  power
away from the national centre to other
institutions at other levels of government
or levels of administration, for example,
at regional, provincial or local levels.
Decentralization is thereby understood as a
territorial concept. The three core elements
of decentralization are administrative
decentralization, political decentralization,

and fiscal decentralization.

Dissolution: The formal dismissal of

the legislature. Dissolution comes in
threeforms (in addition to self-dissolution),
the boundaries of which depend on its
source. It can be a mandatory aspect of
a specific process, initiated by another
institution, or introduced by other actors.

Double majority voting:
that

majorities, first an ordinary majority and

A voting process requires  two
second a majority within the minority
members sitting in the legislature. The
procedure is often used on sensitive
issues.

The

regulations

Electoral system: part of the
which

and candidates

electoral law and

determines howparties
are elected to a representative body. Its
three most significant components are the
electoral formula, the ballot structure, and

the district magnitude.

External appointments: The authority
of the executive to appoint members to
the legislature thereby diminishing the

institutional autonomy and independence

of the legislature.

A

Gl eligiaa o 6 il cluwge Sl 38, L
S ey Sgius e 3515 ol AagSadl Cye
3 g - e el ggteall e of sliaalat
robially Lol paantly Uadiye Liggan 35S el
Aoy 91 23 e SN 2 2,38 50 U 2y gl AEH

AU 2 58 50 W A laad ! 2538 50 U1

By Aum il Al Aeawll ABY Yot
il (S gl A 88LoVL) Hse @5 2
Gl 311 Gl i3 g B e e Lasgs
Lol 51 6,5 dune Leallas Lias Alec (pe

oSy Alels Cal L

Cypent Alee A 933t Acde¥) Chgual
aedal aslly ausle aglel IV oaalel & ynis
ey yaall gl 2 obiall ALY liael e

bl Llaail 2 LILE ol o ¥ 1 e adtony

Blels 08l e sia 1 AOYWI allad
ool yllg ol 3l bl A S samy aillasy
o dueal S B aligSay Auliad s 2

R EESY

gl g yall s 1 A )3 Sliceadd
ol I g amy | Tiggh) 2 eline cas 2
Agny il Wiggl) a3l JHELLY)




First Past The Post system: An electoral

system in which the candidate who
receives more votes than any other is
elected.

Full recall: In constitutions providing
for full recall, both the initiative and the
final decision rests exclusively with the
citizenry.

Impeachment: The process of bringing
legal charges against a high constitutional
authority, public official or judge, which
would authorize their removal.

Investigation: A tool of legislative
oversight which allows the legislature to
carry out a systematic or formal inquiry
into activities of the executive branch.
This power is usually exercised through a
committee or special commission.
Judicial review/constitutional review:
The powers of a court to decide upon
the constitutionality of an act of the
legislature or the executive branch and
invalidate that act if it is determined to
be contrary to constitutional provisions or
principles.

Legislature: The legislature is one of
the three branches of government. Its
most prominent tasks are the making and
changing of laws,and the approval of the
national budget.

Mediation committee:

A committee consisting of an equal
number of members from both chambers
of the legislature that tries to compose a

compromise bill for each house to adopt.
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Mixed recall: In a mixed recall,
the citizenry is involved only in one
of the steps of the process of recall,
either initiating it or deciding on it in

areferendum.

Mixed system: A design of the executive
branch that in some way combines aspects
of the presidential and parliamentary

systems.

Parliamentary system: The institutional
design of the government in which the
head of government is elected by the

legislature and is accountable to it

Partial veto: Permits the President to
reject portions of a bill without blocking
the entire bill.

Presidential system: The institutional
design of the government in which the
head of state and the head of government
are typically the same individual who is
directly elected by the people for a fixed

term.

Presidential veto: The competence of the
President to block legislative policymaking.
The President may reject a bill strictly
for political reasons, or challenge the
constitutionality of a law.

Proportional representation:

A system of electing members of the
legislature in which the number of
seats allocated to a particular party is
determined by the percentage of the

popular vote won by that party.
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Recall: The competence of the electorate
to recall its representatives in the legislature
or the executive branch prior to the end
of their term.

Depending on the involvement of the
citizens, a distinction is made between full
recall and mixed recall.

Reserved seats: Seats set aside for specific
minorities and/or women in the legislature.
Representatives from these reserved seats
are usually elected in the same manner
as other representatives,but are sometimes
elected only by members of the particular
minority community designated in the
electoral law/constitution.

State of emergency: A temporary period
under which extraordinary powers are
granted, usually to the executive branch,
deal with
that

in order to extenuating

circumstances are deemed an
emergency.

Summons: A tool of legislative oversight
which allows the legislature to submit
questions which the executive branch is
compelled to answer.
Unicameral legislature: A legislature

composed of one chamber or house.

Veto: The ability of an official or body to
block, impede or delay decision making

or the passage of legislation.

Veto players Political:  actors  and

institutions, such as second legislative
chambers, or presidents, that have the
ability to veto, for example, legislative

action.
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Vote of no confidence: The competence
of the legislature to withdraw its support
from the government and/or individual
executive  officials and thus effect
their removal. In some legislatures a
constructive vote of no confidence is
required, in which a new Prime Minister
is designated before the passage of a vote

of no confidence.
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