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Affirmative action: A range of formal
measures mandated by law or official
policy, usually for a fixed or determined
order to give
treatment to specific individuals or groups

period, in preferential
so as to bring them to the same level
as others, without intending thereby to
disadvantage others.
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Citizen rights: Rights that the individual
has on the basis of belonging to a state.
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Citizenship: A formal or legal status
of belonging to a state usually by being
born to citizens of that state or by being
status formal

conferred such

procedures.

through
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Civil rights: Rights related to participation
open civil
freedom

equal treatment before the law, the right
to freedom of the person and personal
integrity, the right to privacy, the right to
property, the right to fair trial and the
administration of justice, protection from
servitude and forced labour, freedom from
torture, the presumption of innocence, and

in an society.

from

Examples
include

entitlement to due process in all situations
where ones rights may be affected.

discrimination,
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Constitution building: Processes that
entail negotiating, consulting on, drafting
or framing, implementing and amending
constitutions.
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Customary international law: Rules
rights  and
humanitarian law that are considered to
therefore
always legally binding in all situations, for

of international human
be universally accepted and

example, the prohibition of slavery.
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Democracy: A system of government by
and for the people. Literally means rule
by the people. At a minimum democracy
requires: (a) adult
(b) recurring free, competitive and fair
than one
political party; and (d) alternative sources
of information. It is a system or form of
government in which citizens are able to
hold public officials to account.

universal suffrage;

elections; (c) more serious
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Democratization:
creating  or

process  of

democracy,
which a constitution can aid by designing
institutions and processes which entrench
popular control, political
human rights.

equality and
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ECOSOC rights: An acronym that refers
to economic,social and cultural rights,such
as those provided for in the International
Covenant on Economic,Social and Cultural
Rights and other similar international
human rights instruments. These rights are
considered to relate to economic well-
being, social welfare and enjoyment of
culture.
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Gross violations: Large-scale or systemic
human rights abuses, often coupled with
state repression and state violence against
ordinary people.
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Human rights: Entitlements or claims
that individuals have and enjoy on the
basis of their humanity or human dignity
and individual freedom.
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Human rights culture: An environment
where ordinary people are routinely in a
position to challenge public officials and
in which those in authority respect human
rights in practice.
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Minority rights: The individual rights
applied to members of racial, ethnic, class,
religious, linguistic or sexual minorities;
the collective rights accorded to minority
groups.
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Negative rights: Rights that
against improper action and decisions by

protect

government officials.
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Obligation of conduct: An obligation of
the state to take measures and provide the
means to facilitate the fulfilment of the
ECOSOC rights.
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Obligation of outcome: An obligation of
the state to see that measures undertaken
fulfill the ECOSOC rights, that is, have the
desired result.
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Ombudsman: An official who is
mandated to receive complaints from the
public and enabled to inquire into them,

usually relating to behaviour of officials.
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Political rights: Rights relating to political
participation such as the right to vote,
to stand for election and be elected, to
freely form and join political associations,
to freedom of expression and information,
and to institutional guarantees for free,
independent media.
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Positive discrimination:

Deliberately permitting affirmative action
measures to give an advantage to a
specified group even though this will
disadvantage others,usually justified by the
need to remove and reverse illegitimate
inequality.
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Positive rights: Rights which require
government officials to take certain actions
to support the fulfillment of freedoms
guaranteed by the law or the constitution.
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Self-determination: The formal ability
of a group to govern itself or to claim
the right to take its own independent
decisions over its collective welfare and
political destiny.
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Solidarity rights: Rights that are meant
to be claimed and enjoyed collectively or
through membership of a society, within
communities, groups and associations.
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Transitional justice: Legal and other
remedies or measures to redress
grievances and wrongs, such as violations
of human rights or acts of corruption, that
were committed in the past and which
are typically only used during periods
of major political change as a means to
mark a break with the past.
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Women’s rights:
women such as

Rights relating to
equality in political
and public life, equality in employment,
equality before the law, and equality in
marriage and family relations.
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