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Asymmetric decentralization:

An arrangement which distributes power
unequally or differently to different regional

governments.

that
negotiating, consulting on, drafting

Constitution building:  Processes
entail
or framing, implementing and amending

constitutions.

The
authority and power away

Decentralization:
governmental

dispersal  of

from the national centre to other institutions
at other levels of government or levels of
administration, for example, at regional,
provincial or local levels. Decentralization is
thereby understood as a territorial concept.
The three core elements of decentralization
are administrative decentralization, political

decentralization, and fiscal decentralization.

Democratization:  The
creating or improving a democracy, which a

process  of

constitution can aid by designing institutions
which
control, political equality and human rights.

and processes entrench  popular

Directive principles: Guidelines which set
out the fundamental objectives of the state
and generally sketch the means by which
governments can achieve them.

Dualism: The view of international
law that national and international legal

systems are distinct.

Enforcement mechanisms: Laws or
arrangements that give officials the necessary
that

provisions are carried out.

authority to  ensure constitutional
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Federal system: A system of government
made up of a federation of organizations or
states which maintain their own independent
powers but cede authority to a central
federal government in certain defined areas.
One level of government cannot unilaterally
change the existing distribution of powers
or exclusive competences at the sub-national
level. Any alteration of authority between
governmental levels requires the consent of
all affected levels.

Founding provisions:  Provisions  or
a section of a constitution dedicated to
expressing the foundational values of the

state.

constitutions: Brief
constitutions that can be useful in establishing

Framework

firm protections of certain basic rights and
principles, while leaving many processes
and details to be determined later through

political or judicial processes.

Implied (derived) principles: Principles
not explicitly stated in the text of a constitution
that are often drawn from a perception of the
true meaning or spirit of the text.

Monism: The view of international law that

domestic and international laws are united

into a single system.

Preamble: The introductory section of a
constitution, which usually describes the

purpose and intentions of the constitution.

Reserved seats: Seats set aside for specific
minorities and/or women in the legislature.
Representatives from these reserved seats are
usually elected in the same manner as other
representatives, but are sometimes elected
only by members of the particular minority
community designated in the electoral law/
constitution.
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Rule of law: A state of affairs whereby, or
a doctrine that holds that, no individual or
government is above the law and everyone
regardless of their social status is equal
before law. It is a condition in which every
member of society including its ruler accepts
the authority of the law.

Separation of powers: The distribution
of state power among different branches
and actors in such a way that no branch
of government can exercise the powers
specifically granted to another.

Women’s rights: Rights relating to women
such as equality in political and public life,
equality in employment, equality before the
law, and equality in marriage and family
relations.
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