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The International IDEA Handbook on Democracy Assessment 
is a guide to assessing the quality of democracies around the 
world. The Handbook introduces an easy-to-use and universal 
methodology for assessing the condition of democracy in 
any country or its progress in democratization. The principle 
that informs the Handbook is that only citizens of a nation 
themselves are in a position to assess the quality of their own 
democratic arrangements. 

The Handbook gives a step-by-step guide to the purposes and
methods of democracy assessment; whom to involve; how 
to use the research tools; how to validate the findings; what 
standards of practice to adopt; and how to present and 
publicize a completed assessment. It contains extracts from 
assessments performed and provides guidance on the use  
of qualitative and quantitative data, examples of codes of 
democratic practice and international and regional standards, 
and an extensive list of accessible data sources. 

The methodology was created by a team of political scientists 
from all regions of the world brought together by International 
IDEA. It has been tested in a variety of countries, including 
Bangladesh, El Salvador, Italy, Kenya, Malawi, New Zealand, 
Peru, South Korea and the United Kingdom. 

Contributors: David Beetham, Sarah Bracking, 
Iain Kearton and Stuart Weir
Publisher: Kluwer Law International
Distributor: Brill Academic Publishers (www.brill.nl)

To order, visit www.brill.nl

HAN D BO O K O N D EMO CR AC Y 
A SSE SSM EN T

2002, 144 pp
ISBN: 90-411-1727-X
Price: EUR 59 / USD 80

To order, visit 
www.brill.nl
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The State of Democracy: Democracy Assessments in Eight  
Nations around the World is a comprehensive study of 
democratization in eight very different countries at varying 
stages of the process – Bangladesh, El Salvador, Italy, Kenya, 
Malawi, New Zealand, Peru and South Korea. 

This comparative study presents the findings of in-country 
teams of experts on the state of their democracies, and 
analyses and synthesizes their findings to suggest an 
overall general trajectory of the democratization process. 
Its conclusions examine a variety of issues of significance 
to democracy, including the creation of electoral space, 
the formation of political parties, the political inclusion of 
minorities, mechanisms of accountability and the reduction of 
corruption. 

The strength of The State of Democracy lies in the common 
use of the same democracy assessment framework by the 
eight teams. This innovative assessment framework covers 
every aspect of democracy. The expert teams used the same 
methodology to answer the same questions: how democratic 
are we? In what respects have we made progress? What 
are the major defects of our governing arrangements from a 
democratic point of view? How do we stand in comparison 
with our past? Thus, their findings are both comprehensive and 
comparable. 

Contributors: David Beetham, Sarah Bracking, Iain Kearton, 
Nalini Vittal and Stuart Weir 
Publisher: Kluwer Law International
Distributor: Brill Academic Publishers (www.brill.nl)

To order, visit www.brill.nl.

T H E S TAT E O F D EMO CR AC Y:  D EMO CR AC Y A SSE SSM EN T S 
IN EI G H T NAT I O NS ARO UN D T H E WO R LD

2003, 104 pp
ISBN: 90-411-1931-0
Price: EUR 36 / USD 49

To order, visit 
www.brill.nl
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This two-volume study is the first of its kind to discuss the 
complex links between democracy, conflict and human  
security in depth. Human security emphasizes the protection 
of people from grave threats to their lives, their safety from 
harm and violent conflict and their empowerment against 
social threats such as disease or crime. Sources of insecurity 
lie in exclusion and lack of access to power and resources.

Democracy, Conflict and Human Security explores ways in 
which democratic practice can contribute to the management 
of contemporary conflicts and promote the realization of  
security and development objectives.

Volume I introduces analysis and recommendations based on 
wide-ranging research on past and on-going democratization 
processes. 

Volume II presents essays and case studies by leading  
specialists from around the world, further developing the 
themes analysed in Volume I.

The structural causes of conflict – religious, ethnic and class-
based – reflect an inability to develop robust practices of  
inclusive citizenship and participative democracy, both within 
states and globally, demanding responses that revisit the  
discourses on security, democracy and development from a 
people-centric perspective. The IDEA study is a comprehen-
sive and innovative compendium signalling a discourse whose 
time has come.

Dr Meenakshi Gopinath, Honorary Director, 
Women in Security, Conflict Management 

and Peace (WISCOMP), New Delhi, India

Lead authors: Judith Large and Timothy D. Sisk 
Contributors: Reginald Austin, M Najib Azca, Feargal 
Cochrane, Olayinka Creighton-Randall, Andrew Ellis, J ‘Kayode 
Fayemi, Guido Galli, Yash Ghai, Enrique ter Horst, Aziz 
Huq, Todd Landman, Gurpreet Mahajan, Khabele Matlosa, 
George Gray Molina, Arifah Rahmawati and Paikiasothy 
Saravanamuttu 

D EMO CR AC Y,  CO N FLI C T AN D HUM AN SECUR I T Y
Foreword by Jan Eliasson, former President 
of the 60th General Assembly of the United Nations/
former Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sweden

Volume I: Democracy, 
Conflict and Human 
Security: Pursuing Peace in 
the 21st Century
September 2006, 260 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-74-3
Price: USD 40 / GBP 30 

Volume II: Democracy, 
Conflict and Human 
Security: Further Readings
December 2006, 252 pp
ISBN: 978-91-85391-75-2
Price: USD 40 / GBP 30

NEW
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How does a newly democratized nation constructively address
the past in order to move forward from a divided history to 
a shared future? How do people rebuild coexistence after 
violence? 

The International IDEA Handbook on Reconciliation after  
Violent Conflict presents a range of tools employed in the  
design and implementation of reconciliation processes. Most  
of those tools draw on the experience of people who actually 
deal with problems of past violence and injustice. Since there  
is not one ‘right answer’ to the challenge of reconciliation,  
the Handbook does not prescribe a single approach. Instead, 
it presents a series of options and methods, evaluating their 
strengths and weaknesses for practitioners and policy makers 
to adopt or adapt them as best suits each specific context.

… I commend this Handbook to those who struggle for  
reconciliation in other contexts around the world. I hope that  
the practical tools and lessons from experience presented 
here will inspire, assist, and support them in their supremely  
important task.

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu

Editors: David Bloomfield, Teresa Barnes and Luc Huyse
Contributors: Noreen Callaghan, Vanath Chea, Mark Freeman, 
Brandon Hamber, Priscilla B. Hayner, Peter Uvin, Stef 
Vandeginste and Ian White

R ECO N CILIAT I O N AF T ER V I O LEN T 
CO N FLI C T:  A  HAN D BO O K
Foreword by Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, South Africa

2003, 178 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-91-9
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20

Available in French
2005, 220 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-03-4
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20

Available in Spanish (revised 
version, including Latin 
American case studies)
2005, 234 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-54-9
Co-publisher: Instituto 
Interamericano de 
Derechos Humanos, 
Costa Rica. 
Electronic version only. 
To download, visit 
www.idea.int
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How is democracy built in the aftermath of a violent, deep-
rooted conflict? This Handbook provides practical advice on 
how to broker peace in countries emerging from deep-rooted 
conflict and outlines options negotiators can draw upon when 
trying to build or rebuild democracy. 

The Handbook presents a thorough overview of the tools 
available within a democratic framework, such as power-
sharing formulas, questions of federalism and autonomy, 
options for providing for minority rights, constitutional 
safeguards and much more. It analyses the actual settlements 
negotiated in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Fiji, Guatemala, 
Northern Ireland, Papua New Guinea, South Africa and  
Sri Lanka. 

This Handbook  . . . constitutes an invaluable addition to the 
literature on conflict prevention, management and resolution 
. . . It proposes an array of practical resources for those of 
us engaged in the search for comprehensive and lasting 
settlements in specific conflicts. 

Kofi A. Annan
Former Secretary-General, United Nations

Editors: Peter Harris and Ben Reilly
Contributors: Mark Anstey, Christopher Bennett, 
David Bloomfield, Nomboniso Gasa, Yash Ghai, Luc Huyse, 
Rasma Karklins, Michael Lund, Charles Nupen, 
David M. Olson, Anthony J. Regan, Andrew Reynolds, 
Carlos Santiso, K. M. de Silva and Timothy D. Sisk 

D EMO CR AC Y AN D D EEP- RO OT ED CO N FLI C T: 
O P T I O NS FO R N EGOT IATO R S
Foreword by Kofi A. Annan, former Secretary-General, United Nations

2003 (first edition 1998), 
414 pp 
ISBN: 91-89098-22-6
Price: USD 40 / GBP 30 

Available in Burmese
2002, 440 pp 
ISBN: 91-89098-86-2
Electronic version only. 
To download, visit 
www.idea.int. 

Available in Spanish (revised  
version, including Latin  
American case studies)
2001, 402 pp 
ISBN: 91-89098-50-1
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20 

Available in Bahasa Indonesia
2000, 416 pp 
ISBN: 91-89098-51-X
Electronic version only. 
To download, visit 
www.idea.int.
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The globalization of life, the spread of democracy throughout 
the world and an increase in migration for many different 
reasons have all contributed to increasing interest in voting 
rights for people who are temporarily or permanently absent 
from their own country. While the constitutions of many 
countries guarantee the right to vote for all citizens, in reality 
voters who are outside their home country when elections 
take place are often disenfranchised because of a lack of 
procedures enabling them to exercise that right.

This Handbook maps, explains and compares external voting 
provisions worldwide. It is a unique comparative product for 
anyone involved in improving present electoral structures, 
planning for external voting processes, or participating in 
debate. It is also a contribution to the discussion of the basic 
principle of representation in democracies, analysing how to 
operationalize and balance criteria such as inclusiveness 
 and effectiveness.

International IDEA, the Federal Electoral Institute of Mexico 
and the Electoral Tribunal of the Federal Judicial Power of 
Mexico have worked together to produce this Handbook.

Editors: Andrew Ellis, Maria Gratschew, Isabel Morales and 
Carlos Navarro

VOT IN G FROM AB ROAD: 
HAN D BO O K O N E X T ER NAL VOT IN G

Forthcoming in May 2007
ISBN: 978-91-85391-66-0
Price: USD 25 / GBP 20

Co-publishers: 
The Federal Electoral  
Institute of Mexico
The Electoral Tribunal of 
the Federal Judicial Power 
of Mexico

NEW
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Building trust and professionalism in the management of electoral 
processes remains a major challenge for electoral management 
bodies (EMBs) – the institutions, government departments and 
other bodies responsible for managing elections. EMBs face basic 
questions of design as they seek to work better. 

The Electoral Management Design Handbook was developed for 
electoral administrators, electoral administration designers and 
other practitioners involved in building professional, sustainable 
and cost-effective electoral administrations. A comparative study, 
it shares best practices and expertise from around the world on 
the financing, structuring and evaluation of electoral management 
bodies.

Elections are necessary but not sufficient for democracy. Recent 
years have seen growing concern about how best to conduct 
complex electoral processes which facilitate unrestricted party com-
petition, fair balloting, an effective voter register, professional and 
efficient administration, and transparent results. Even minor glitches 
and disputes can undermine the legitimacy and decisiveness of the 
outcome, destabilizing fragile democracies. This IDEA Handbook 
provides a wealth of practical advice and experience about how to 
do this, and how to do this well.

Pippa Norris
Director, Democratic Governance Group, UNDP

Leading authors: Ayman Ayoub, Carl W. Dundas, Andrew Ellis, 
Joram Rukambe, Sara Staino and Alan Wall
Contributors: Reginald Austin, Peter Bartu, Jarrett Blanc, 
Jeannette Bolenga, Sean Dunne, Margot Gould, Ron Gould, 
Maria Gratschew, Bill Gray, Ellie Greenwood, Rubén Hernández-
Valle, Pedro J. Hernando, Ajay Jha, Claude Kabemba, Shumbana 
Karume, Kaz Kuroda, Johan Lindroth, Belinda Musanhu, Robert A. 
Pastor, Vijay Patidar, Robert Patterson, Maiko Shimizu, Domenico 
Tuccinardi and Kåre Vollan 

ELEC TO R AL M ANAG EM EN T D E SI G N

Foreword by Brigalia Bam, Chairperson, Independent 
Electoral Commission of South Africa

November 2006, 
374 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-65-4
Price: USD 25 / GBP 20

NEW
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The choice of an electoral system is one of the most important 
institutional decisions for a democracy. In most cases, the 
choice of a particular electoral system has a profound effect 
on the future political life of the country concerned. Moreover, 
electoral systems, once chosen, often remain constant, as 
political interests solidify around and respond to the incentives 
presented by them. The choices made may have unforeseen 
consequences as well as predictable effects.

Today electoral systems are viewed as one of the most 
influential of all political institutions, of crucial importance to 
broader issues of governance. It is increasingly recognized 
that an electoral system can be designed both to provide local 
geographic representation and to promote proportionality. It 
can promote the development of strong and viable national 
political parties and ensure the representation of women and 
regional minorities; and it can help ‘engineer’ cooperation  
and accommodation in a divided society through the creative 
use of particular incentives and constraints.

I recommend this Handbook for those who are striving to 
promote and conduct effective, efficient and transparent 
elections. . . . It describes how electoral systems interact 
with the larger institutional, political and social context and 
framework in a country, and how they can affect participation, 
assist in building consensus and managing conflicts and  
help instil faith in a sceptical electorate. This Handbook is  
a must-read in order to understand and appreciate the 
complexity of the issues raised. 

Brigalia Bam
Chairperson, Independent Electoral Commission of South 

Africa and member of International IDEA’s Board

Editors: Andrew Reynolds, Ben Reilly and Andrew Ellis
Contributors: José Antonio Cheibub, Karen Cox, 
Dong Lisheng, Jørgen Elklit, Michael Gallagher, Allen Hicken, 
Carlos Huneeus, Eugene Huskey, Stina Larserud, Vijay Patidar, 
Nigel S. Roberts, Richard Vengroff and Jeffrey A. Weldon 

ELEC TO R AL SYS T EM D E SI G N: 
T H E N E W IN T ER NAT I O NAL ID E A HAN D BO O K 

Foreword by Carina Perelli, former Director, 
United Nations Electoral Assistance Division

2005 (first edition 1997), 
224 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-18-2
Price: USD 25 / GBP 20

Available in Nepali
2006, 224 pp
ISBN: 99-93377-67-8
Co-publisher: Enabling State 
Programme, Nepal
Electronic version only. 
To download, 
visit www.idea.int. 

Available in Spanish
2006, 222 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-67-0
Co-publisher: Instituto Federal 
Electoral, Mexico
Electronic version only. 
To download, 
visit www.idea.int. 

The 2002 edition is available in 
Arabic, Burmese and French. 
To download, 
visit www.idea.int.
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What constitutes a fair electoral system and a free and fair 
election? What are the guiding principles for reviewing  
electoral legislation? 

International IDEA’s International Electoral Standards sets  
out the basic legal components governing elections for the  
purpose of reviewing, drafting or amending electoral 
legislation. It aims to contribute to the advancement of
uniformity, reliability, consistency, accuracy and 
professionalism in elections.

The book covers a range of areas, including boundary 
delimitation, electoral management bodies, voter registration,  
campaign finance and expenditure, balloting, vote counting, 
the handling of electoral disputes or accusations of 
malpractice, and the role of political parties and candidates.

IN T ER NAT I O NAL ELEC TO R AL S TAN DAR DS: 
GUID ELIN E S FO R R E V IE W IN G T H E LEGAL 
FR A M E WO R K O F ELEC T I O NS

2002, 116 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-88-9
Price: USD 15 / GBP 10 

Available in Spanish
2005, 75 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-42-5
Electronic version only.
To download, visit
www.idea.int.

Available in Bahasa Indonesia 
2002, 130 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-94-3
Electronic version only. 
To download, visit 
www.idea.int
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Today, the average proportion of women members of 
parliaments stands at a mere 17.2 per cent. Only 19 
countries in the world have achieved the goal of 30+ per 
cent women’s representation in national legislatures, a goal 
which was adopted by the Beijing Process in 1995. There 
are two important variables that affect women’s political 
representation: the electoral system and the use of quotas 
for women. Combined in different ways, these variables have 
different results on women’s participation.

Designing for Equality provides an overview of how electoral 
systems function with different kinds of quotas for women.  
It assesses how women’s representation can be increased 
under different combinations of electoral systems and  
quotas. This publication aims to serve as a reference tool for  
all those who work to increase women’s representation in 
politics.

Contributors: Stina Larserud and Rita Taphorn

D E SI G NIN G FO R EQUALI T Y:  B E S T- FI T,  M ED IUM - FI T 
AN D N O N - FAVO UR AB LE COM B INAT I O NS O F 
ELEC TO R AL SYS T EMS AN D G EN D ER QUOTA S
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April 2007, 24 pp
ISBN: 978-85391-96-7
Price: USD 5 / GBP 4

NEW



	 14

2005 (first edition 1998), 
266 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-19-0
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20 

Available in Bahasa Indonesia 
2003, 254 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-84-6
Electronic version only. To 
download, visit www.idea.int.

Selected chapters in Russian
2003, 68 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-83-8
Electronic version only. To 
download, visit www.idea.int.

Available in French
2002, 234 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-82-X
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20

Available in Spanish
2002, 308 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-81-1
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20

This revised edition of Women in Parliament: Beyond Numbers 
looks into the obstacles confronted by women when entering 
politics or parliament – be they political, socio-economic, 
ideological or psychological – and presents solutions to 
overcome them, such as changing electoral systems and 
introducing quotas. Furthermore, it details strategies for 
women to influence politics once they are elected to parliament 
– an institution which is traditionally male-dominated.

Since the first edition was published in 1998, the picture 
regarding women’s political participation has slowly changed. 
Overall, the past decade has seen gradual progress as regards 
women’s presence in national parliaments. This updated 
edition incorporates relevant global changes in recent years, 
presenting new case studies. The Handbook includes case 
studies from Argentina, Burkina Faso, Ecuador, France, 
Indonesia, Rwanda, South Africa and Sweden, plus regional 
overviews from the Arab world, Latin America and South Asia, 
and a case study on the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).

The Handbook is at once an overview, an analysis and a guide, 
focused on the obstacles faced by women, the means to 
overcome them, the modalities of impacting on and through 
legislative structures and the varied and rich experiences 
available around the world from which to learn. 

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
President of the Republic of Liberia

Editors: Julie Ballington and Azza Karam
Contributors: Elisa Carrio, Nestorine Compaoré,
Drude Dahlerup, Frene Ginwala, Mala N. Htun, Kareen Jabre, 
Joni Lovenduski, Richard E. Matland, Sheila Meintjes, 
Nina Pacari, Sonia Palmieri, Khofifah Indar Parawansa, 
Elizabeth Powley, Shirin Rai, Amal Sabbagh, Nadezhda 
Shvedova, Mariette Sineau and Lena Wängnerud 

WOM EN IN PAR LIA M EN T:  B E YO N D NUM B ER S
A R E V ISED ED I T I O N

Foreword by Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of the Republic of Liberia



This report includes case studies from Argentina, Bolivia,  
Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico and Peru.

Contributors: Christina Alnevall, Clara Araújo, Julie Ballington, 
Violeta Bermúdez, Jimena Costa Benavides, Drude Dahlerup, 
Ana Isabel García Quesada, María José Lubertino, Myriam 
Méndez-Montalvo, Jacqueline Peschard, Gregory D. Schmidt, 
Rocío Villanueva Flores and Ana María Yáñez 

Available in Spanish
2004, 156 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-02-6
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10

T H E IM PLEM EN TAT I O N O F QUOTA S: 
L AT IN A M ER I C AN E XPER IEN CE S 

The International IDEA series of reports on regional 
experiences with the implementation of gender quotas 
provides information about the use of quotas as an instrument 
to  increase women’s political representation,showing 
that they can be and are being applied successfully. The 
reports illustrate the different types of quota that are being 
implemented in different political contexts.

This report includes case studies from India, East Timor, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Indonesia.

Contributors: Julie Ballington, Cecilia Bylesjö, Najma 
Chowdhury, Drude Dahlerup, Chusnul Mar’iyah, Milena Pires, 
Vasanthi Raman and Socorro L. Reyes 

T H E IM PLEM EN TAT I O N O F QUOTA S: 
A SIAN E XPER IEN CE S 

2003, 72 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-99-4
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10 

2003, 156 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-01-8
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10
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This report includes 11 country case studies on Belgium, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Serbia and Montenegro and 
Slovenia. 

Editor: Julie Ballington
Contributors: Milica Anti‘c-Gaber, Francesca Binda, Denitza 
Bojinova, Marta Bonifert, Besima Bori‘c, Drude Dahlerup, 
Daniela Dimitrievska, Cécile Gréboval, Zita Gurmai, Agnes  
Hubert, Kareen Jabre, Anu Laas, Karolina Leakovi‘c, Sonja 
Lokar, Richard Matland, Petra Meier, Zorica Mrsevi‘c, Hanna 
Beate Schöpp-Schilling, Renata Siemienska, Daša Šilovi‘c and 
Meilute Taljunaite 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF QUOTAS: 
EUROPEAN EXPERIENCES 

This report presents 17 regional and country case studies. 
The country case studies include the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Egypt, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda.

Editor: Julie Ballington
Contributors: Giihan Abou-Zeid, Alcinda Antonio De Abreu, 
Brigalia Bam, Sheila Bunwaree, Drude Dahlerup, Liz Frank,  
Judith Kanakuze, Aminata Faye Kassé, Bookie Kethusegile-
Juru, Colleen Lowe Morna, Mary Maboreke, Ruth Meena, 
Doris Mpoumou, Mavivi Myakayaka Manzini, Rumbidzai 
Nhundu, Rachida Tahri, Sylvia Tamale, Aili Mari Tripp and 
Lulama Xingwana 

T H E IM PLEM EN TAT I O N O F QUOTA S: 
AFR I C AN E XPER IEN CE S 

2004, 131 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-17-4
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10 

2005, 164 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-63-8
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10 

	 16



In today’s globalizing world, there is growing emphasis on 
local democracy. More than ever, cities need new ideas to 
help them manage the political challenges and opportunities 
that arise from increased urbanization and globalization. The 
development of effective government at the local level is all 
the more urgent as vigorous local civic engagement builds 
the foundation for a strong and more enduring national-level 
democracy.

Written by experts from around the world, this International 
IDEA Handbook offers:

·	 practical suggestions for designing systems of local 
	 governance; 
·	 principles and policies for managing culturally diverse cities; 
·	 choices for enhancing local elections and representative 
	 democracy; 
·	 options for expanding citizen participation; and 
·	 recommendations for the international community to 
	 enhance local democracy. 

Editor: Timothy D. Sisk
Contributors: Julie Ballington, Scott A. Bollens, Pran Chopra, 
Julia Demichelis, Proserpina Domingo Tapales, Carlos E. 
Juárez, Arno Loessner, Michael Lund, Minxin Pei, Demetrios 
G. Papademetriou, John Stewart, Gerry Stoker, David Storey, 
John Thompson and Dominique Wooldridge 

D EMO CR AC Y AT T H E LO C AL LE V EL : 
T H E IN T ER NAT I O NAL ID E A HAN D BO O K O N PAR T I CIPAT I O N , 
R EPR E SEN TAT I O N ,  CO N FLI C T M ANAG EM EN T AN D GOV ER NAN CE

Foreword by Maximo MM Ng’andwe, former President, 
International Union of Local Authorities

2001, 238 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-73-0
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20 

Available in Bahasa 
Indonesia 
2002, 292 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-85-4
Electronic version only. 
To download, visit 
www.idea.int.
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This guide, designed to offer insights into the critical elements 
that shape systems of good local governance in the South 
Caucasus region, also serves as a tool for local decision 
makers and practitioners as they seek to learn more about 
models and practices of local democracy from an international 
comparative perspective.

The guide explores three main themes – local elections, 
political parties and citizens’ participation – along with 
an analysis of local governance systems by independent 
experts from the region. It includes case studies on Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia.

Editors: Igor Koryakov and Timothy D. Sisk
Contributors: David Losaberidze, Rufat Garagezli, 
Mkrtich Gimishyan and Hripsimeh Manoukyan 

D EMO CR AC Y AT T H E LO C AL LE V EL : 
A  GUID E FO R T H E SO U T H C AUC A SUS 

2003, 68 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-97-8
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10

Available in Russian
2003, 72 pp
IBSN: 91-89098-98-6
Electronic version only. 
To download, visit 
www.idea.int.
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Political Parties in South Asia: The Challenge of Change 
provides a comparative view of the conditions, roles and 
functioning of political parties in five countries of the South 
Asian region – Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan. The publication builds on empirical information 
collected from 49 parties and addresses the challenges of 
politics as experienced by the key political actors themselves: 
the political parties. In addition, it includes practical 
recommendations for reforms in the party domain.

By providing comparative information, this International IDEA 
publication aims to stimulate debate on the challenges faced by 
political parties in South Asia. It is especially aimed at political 
parties, scholars, policy makers and democracy assistance 
organizations working for political reform in South Asia.

Lead author: K. C. Suri 
Contributors: James Gomez, Roger Hällhag,  
Sakuntala Kadirgamar-Rajasingham and Maja Tjernström

PO LI T I C AL PAR T IE S IN SO U T H A SIA : 
T H E CHALLEN G E O F CHAN G E

January 2007, 144 pp
ISBN: 978-91-85391-93-6
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10

NEW
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Political Parties in Africa: Challenges for Sustained Multiparty 
Democracy provides a broad, comparative analysis of 27 
African countries and 75 political parties. The data was 
assembled during 2004-06 and was followed by national and 
sub-regional dialogue workshops between political parties, 
researchers and civil society. The agenda for reform that 
emanated from the research and dialogue process is reflected 
and discussed in the report. Legislative regulation of parties, 
women’s participation, funding of political parties, party 
democracy and party programmes and policies that represent 
and reflect the preferences of the people are high on the 
agenda for the process ahead.

This is the second International IDEA regional report on 
political parties, following the report on South Asia. 

Lead Authors: Per Nordlund and M.A. Mohamed Salih
Contributors: Roger Hällhag, Abdalla Hamdok and 
Joram Rukambe

PO LI T I C AL PAR T IE S IN AFR I C A : 
CHALLEN G E S FO R SUS TAIN ED MULT IPAR T Y 
D EMO CR AC Y

Forthcoming in April 2007
ISBN: 978-91-85391-97-4
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10

NEW
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The role of money in politics is the subject of daily debate in  
old and new democracies alike. The ways in which parties  
gain access to funding can influence the outcome of elections,  
determine the relationship between party leaders and 
members, affect the number of women elected and condition 
the level of public trust as a whole. 

This International IDEA Handbook, designed to encourage 
informed public debate, looks at the strengths and weaknesses 
of the different national laws and regulations from a regional 
perspective. It analyses the problems of enforcement and the 
opportunities for effective public disclosure of parties’ income 
and expenditure and the source of their funding. The Handbook 
also includes an extensive matrix of political finance laws and 
regulations for more than 100 countries.

From party corruption and gender inequality, to party financing 
and oversight, this is an indispensable overview for anyone in 
politics. Painstakingly researched and skilfully written this Hand-
book is a must read in order to understand the convergence of 
money and politics.

Sir David Steel
Former Presiding Officer, Scottish Parliament and 

former President of Liberal International, UK

Editors: Reginald Austin and Maja Tjernström
Contributors: Julie Ballington, Peter Ferdinand, Karen Fogg, 
Patrick Molutsi, Karl-Heinz Nassmacher, Yaw Saffu, 
Marcin Walecki and Daniel Zovatto

FUN D IN G O F PO LI T I C AL PAR T IE S 
AN D ELEC T I O N C A M PAI G NS

2003, 246 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-92-7
Price: USD 30 / GBP 20 

		  21



The past several decades have witnessed a general decline 
in voter turnout throughout the world. While there is little 
agreement as to what constitutes an acceptable level of 
electoral participation, evidence of a steady decline in 
voter turnout is giving rise to widespread concern among 
governments, non-governmental organizations and citizens.

Engaging the Electorate looks beyond the statistics and 
examines some of the strategies currently being tested by 
electoral authorities and non-partisan, non-profit groups 
around the world that aim to reverse the decline in turnout 
and to boost popular participation in elections of all kinds.

The publication looks into six practical approaches to 
increasing voter turnout: information campaigns on how, 
where and when to vote; advertising campaigns on why to 
vote; grass-roots movements; mock elections in schools  
and other special-purpose educational programmes; 
inducements to encourage electors to turn out and vote; and 
entertainment activities such as Rock the Vote concerts, 
aimed specifically at young people.

Voter turnout data from national elections worldwide from 
1945 to 2006 are included.

Editors: Andrew Ellis, Maria Gratschew, Jon H. Pammett and 
Erin Thiessen
Contributors: Ivo Balinov, Sean W. Burges, Laura 
Chrabolowsky, Juraj Hocman, Kristina Lemón, David McGrane 
and Svitozar Omelko 

EN GAG IN G T H E ELEC TO R AT E: 
IN I T IAT I V E S TO PROMOT E H I G H ER VOT ER 
T UR N O U T FROM ARO UN D T H E WO R LD

September 2006, 
140 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-91-3
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10

NEW
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Is the lower level of voter turnout evident in elections for 
the European Parliament a problem specific to the European 
Union as an institution or a symptom of a wider decline in 
participation? Can practical measures be taken to increase 
voter participation? Legislators, election administrators, 
commentators, civil society organizations and the media may 
all be involved in seeking the answers to these questions.

This report brings together information on and analyses of 
voter turnout in Western Europe and addresses issues which 
may be linked to turnout, including electoral systems, polling 
arrangements, compulsory voting, and the opportunities and 
threats posed by new technology. 

Editors: Rafael López Pintor and Maria Gratschew
Contributors: Richard Rose, Nina Seppälä, Tim Bittiger, 
Pippa Norris and Andrew Ellis 

VOT ER T UR N O U T IN W E S T ER N EURO PE SIN CE 19 45: 
A  R EG I O NAL R EPO R T 
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One of the most comprehensive compilations of voter turnout 
statistics ever published, this report includes statistics from 
more than 1,600 parliamentary and presidential elections in 
over 170 countries up to the year 2002. Easy-to-use colour-
coded tables give ready access to voter turnout percentages 
for almost every contested national election that has taken 
place since the end of the Second World War. 

In addition to the voter turnout statistics and analyses, the 
report includes a section on voter registration as an important 
aspect of inclusive democracy.

Editors: Rafael López Pintor and Maria Gratschew
Contributors: Jamal Adimi, Julie Ballington, Craig 
Brians, Sergei Lounev, Dieter Nohlen, Pippa Norris, Smita 
Notosusanto, Kate Sullivan and Edmundo Urrutia

VOT ER T UR N O U T SIN CE 19 45: 
A  G LO BAL R EPO R T 

2002, 182 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-61-7
Price: USD 45 / GBP 30 

2004, 82 pp
ISBN: 91-85391-00-X
Price: USD 14.95 / GBP 10 



The report looks at the problem of low voter turnout among 
young people internationally, exploring its root causes and  
suggesting practical ways of raising young people’s interest 
and participation in politics, such as facilitating registration 
 in order to vote, supporting educational initiatives on  
democracy, encouraging preparatory elections such as mock 
elections, and lowering the voting age. The report includes  
statistical illustrations, graphics and samples of posters and 
voter materials from around the world.

Contributors: Eva Anduiza Perea, Julie Ballington, Catherine 
Barnes, Daniela Capaccio, Munroe Eagles, Glenda Fick, 
Wolfgang P. Hirczy de Mino, Mónica Jiménez de Barros, 
Leanne McDonald, Pedro Mujica Barrientos and 
Thomas Jacobson 

YO U T H VOT ER PAR T I CIPAT I O N:  IN VO LV IN G 
TO DAY ’ S  YO UN G IN TOMO R ROW ’ S D EMO CR AC Y 

Foreword by Patricio Aylwin Azocar, former President of Chile

1999, 104 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-31-5
Price: USD 20 / GBP 15
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YO U T H VOT ER PAR T I CIPAT I O N:  IN VO LV IN G 
TO DAY ’ S  YO UN G IN TOMO R ROW ’ S D EMO CR AC Y 

Foreword by Patricio Aylwin Azocar, former President of Chile
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The election of President Obasanjo in 1999 and other 
developments in Nigeria have created a unique opportunity 
to support democratic reform. In this report Nigerians from a 
variety of backgrounds – from NGO activists to private sector 
leaders, from opinion makers to market traders, from the 
media to politicians – describe the major issues facing their 
country’s transition to democracy and recommend how the 
process can be advanced. 

The report contains specific recommendations on how 
to strengthen the process towards establishing lasting 
democracy in Nigeria in the following areas: ethnicity, 
religion, gender, the state, the economy and poverty, civil–
military relations, a culture of democracy, civil society and 
international assistance. It includes regional case studies of 
the Niger Delta, the North East and the Middle Belt. 

D EMO CR AC Y IN NI G ER IA : 
CO N T INUIN G D IALO GUE(S)  FO R 
NAT I O N - BUILD IN G 

2003, 379 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-44-7
Price: USD 40 / GBP 30 

This report, based on extensive consultations with a cross- 
section of Burkinabese society, including political and  
community leaders and representatives of civil society and  
the media, examines the democratization process in Burkina  
Faso and makes recommendations as to how to advance it  
in three key areas – reform of the state, the rule of law 
and the consolidation of a democratic culture.  

Available in French
1998, 182 pages
ISBN: 91-89098-07-2
Price: USD 40 / GBP 30

D EMO CR AC Y IN BUR K INA FA SO

1998, 175 pp
ISBN: 91-89098-24-2
Price: USD 40 / GBP 30 



For orders in the US and Canada, please contact:

Independent Publishers Group
Order Department
814 North Franklin Street
Chicago, IL 60610, USA
Tel: +1 312 337 0747
Toll-free: +1 800 888 4741
Fax: +1 312 337 5985
www.ipgbook.com
Email: orders@ipgbook.com

For orders in Europe & other parts of the world, please contact:

Gazelle Book Services
White Cross Mills
Hightown
Lancaster LA1 4XS, UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1524 68765
Fax: +44 (0) 1524 63232
www.gazellebooks.co.uk
Email: sales@gazellebooks.co.uk

You can also order books directly from International IDEA at www.idea.int.

International IDEA encourages the use of its publications for educational purposes. 
If a specific title is being considered for use as a textbook, please contact us at 
publications@idea.int.

Complimentary copies are available to book review editors interested in reviewing the
publications. Requests for review copies must be made under an institutional 
letterhead or via an institutional email address.

HOW TO ORDER




