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The State of Political Parties in South Asia

Programme of Activities

Arrival day

Variable

Day One
9:00

9:30

11:00

11:15

12:30

13:30

20 — 22 March, 2007
Kathmandu, Nepal
Hotel Himalaya

Tuesday, 20 March

Arrival of regional participants

Wednesday, 21 March
Registration and tea
Welcome by Vidar Helgesen, Secretary-General of International IDEA

Keynote Address — M.S. Gill, Board of Directors, International IDEA &
Member of the Parliament of India (Rajya Sabha)

Launch of the South Asia Report

e About the Report — Professor K.C. Suri, Author, University of
Hyderabad, India
e Book Review — CK Lal, Journalist

Coffee break

SESSION 1 — Changing the Party System: The Emergence of the Multi-
Party System

Moderator: Devendra Raj Panday, Transparency International Nepal
Speakers: K.C. Suri, Nagarjuna University, India
Yogendra Yadav, Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies & Lokniti Programme for Comparative Democracy,
India
Krishna Hachhethu, CENAS, Centre for Nepal and South
Asian Studies, Tribhuvan University

Lunch
SESSION 2 - Reforms in the Party Domain: Proposals and Possibilities

Moderator: Sakuntala Kadirgamar-Rajasingham, International IDEA
Speakers: Yash Ghai, UNDP Nepal



15:30

16:00

17:30

Day Two

9:30

10:00

12:00

13:00

15:00

15:15

Coffee break

Salma Malik — Quaid-i-Azam University, Pakistan
(requested)
Stella Tamang, Indigenous Women Organisation,
(requested)

SESSION 3 - Institutionalisation of Parties: Party Organization and Internal Democracy

Moderator:

Speakers:

Bal Krishna Mabuhang — National Coalition Against Racial
Discrimination

Chitralekha Yadav — NC(D) (requested)

Dwarika Dhungel — Institute for Integrated Development

Studies

Fauzia Wahab — MP National Assembly, Pakistan People’s

Party, Pakistan

JN Khannal - UML, Nepal

End of Session 3

Thursday, 22 March

Registration and tea

SESSION 4 — New Types of Parties: Minority, Ethnic and Regional Parties

Moderator:

Speakers:

Lunch

Sumitra Manandar Gurung — National Coalition Against Racial
Discrimination (NCARD)

Sri Surenda Srivastava — Lok Satta, India

Sarita Giri — Nepal Sadbhawana Party (A)

Krishna Khanal, Nepal Centre for Contemporary Studies
(CNNS) (requested)

Suresh Premachandran — Tamil National Alliance, Sri Lanka

SESSION 5 - Way Forward: Building Capacity for Political Parties

Moderator:
Speakers:

James Gomez - International IDEA

Sari Varpama — DEMO Finland

Nabindra Raj Joshi — Ganesh Man Singh Academy
(requested)

Ram Guragain — NDI

Subodh Raj Pyakurel —Informal Sector Service Center
(requested)

Closing remarks: Leena Rikkila, International IDEA

Tea



